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New CUSD 401 Vision Statement
The vision of Elmwood Park CUSD 401 is to inspire minds 
in the pursuit of excellence.

New CUSD 401 Mission Statement
Elmwood Park CUSD 401, a unit district in a suburban community with a small town feel, 
strives to cultivate:

 ◆ Individualized Social-Emotional learning processes

 ◆ Rigorous academics fostering inquisitive minds prepared for critical thinking

 ◆ Active, engaged partnerships with the community and parents

 ◆ Innovative uses of 21st century technologies for teaching and learning.

After a rigorous, year long process, the District 401 Board 
of Education recently approved a new Long Range Plan for 
the Elmwood Park Public Schools. Given a framework of 
major topics to address, committees of parents, teachers, 
administrators, and board members worked collaboratively 
on the plan’s development, offering suggestions about goals 

and improvements for the next four years. They also helped 
update and develop new Mission and Vision Statements 
for the District that replaced versions that were nearly a 
decade old. From 2007-2011, an “Educational Landscape 
Plan,” the District’s previous long-range plan, prioritized 
goals for those years. 
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District 401 Long Range Plan, 2012 - 2016
Major areas and goals that will be addressed over the 
next four years include:

Technology 
•	 Upgrade District infrastructure to handle 

growing technology needs.

•	 Provide appropriate technology learning tools 
and access for District staff and students.

•	 Research and implement new technology-based 
curricular innovations coupled with ongoing 
professional development.

Curriculum/Instruction/Activities
•	 Meet and exceed state academic performance 

requirements.

•	 Provide high quality, relevant professional 
development for educators based on the needs 
of the District.

•	 Align instruction to the New Illinois Learning 
Standards (CCSS) and Career/College Readiness 
Standards.

•	 Provide a variety of high-quality curricular and 
extra-curricular experiences for students.

Facilities and Operations
•	 Initiate a study of District growth patterns.

•	 Conduct an audit of District facilities based on 
future needs and develop a plan for utilization 
of facilities.

•	 Planning for regular maintenance and upkeep.

•	 Capital improvements, facility expansion, and 
major upgrades.

•	 Develop a consistent cycle of maintenance, 
repair, and beautification for District facilities.

•	 Collaborate with the Village of Elmwood Park on 
exterior facility security and safety issues. 

Finance and Human Resources
•	 Pursue additional revenues and resources that 

align with District goals through outside funding 
opportunities, including grants, sponsorships, 
and fundraising. 

•	 Review and revise cost efficiencies related to 
personnel, programs, purchasing, and 
transportation.

Leading Education Into the Future:
District Embraces Long Range Plan




