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Greetings!
It’s the start of the new year and I would like to promote to you and your students an online tutoring service we have at the Elmwood Park Public Library.  We’ve had it for a couple of years, but I unfortunately have done a poor job of promoting it.

The service is called Brainfuse.  You can access it on the computers in the Youth Services Department, but you can also access it remotely from home or school via the database page on our website:  http://www.elmwoodparklibrary.org/databases.htm.  You do have to register a username and password to use the service, but it is free.

Brainfuse is available for Grades K-12 and adults and includes the following subjects:

· Math, including Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, Trigonometry, and Calculus 

· Science, including Biology, Chemistry, Physics, and Earth Science 

· Social Studies, including US History, and World History 

· English/Language Arts 
· Writing Assistance 
· Reading Comprehension/Grammar/Vocabulary Skills Building 
· English Literature 

· Spanish Language Help 

Brainfuse offers:


· Homework Help:  An online classroom with interactive whiteboard and live Brainfuse tutor to help with homework.

· Skills-Building:  A skills building service that helps you master an academic concept through expert tutoring and state-aligned online lessons.

· 24/7 Help Center: Submit a homework question and a tutor will provide you with a response (usually within 24 hours). 

· Foreign Language Lab: A Foreign Language Center provides expert homework assistance and support for students who are learning a foreign language. Expert tutoring is currently offered for Spanish, and a host of helpful online resources for learning other languages is forthcoming. 

· Writing Lab: HelpNow offers two types of writing assistance: 

· Live Writing Assistance: Connect with an online tutor for expert writing assistance with our live help feature. Live help is particularly helpful during the initial stages of the writing process when you are working on the organizational and thematic features of your paper. 

· Intensive Writing Lab: For a more thorough analysis, simply select “Writing Lab” from the launch menu and submit your writing via our secure messaging feature. Within approximately 24 hours of submitting your paper, you will receive a detailed analysis of your paper in your message center inbox. Our writing experts are trained to focus their analysis on voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and organization. 

· Test Center: Visit our online assessment library to take practice standardized tests (SAT, ACT, GED and more) and practice subject specific tests, like math and science. Get results instantly and, if you choose, share your results with one of our tutors for a targeted skills building session. 

· Flashbulb -- Mobile friendly flashcards: Enjoy 24/7 access to an extensive library of online flashcard sets in hundreds of subjects. You can also create your own flashcards and multiple choice quizzes for efficient self-study on both computers and mobile devices. 

It is a great service and we would love to see more students taking advantage of it.  Please promote this Library service to your students and parents if you feel it would benefit them!
If you have any questions, please contact me!

Sincerely,

Jason Stuhlmann
Head of Youth Services

Elmwood Park Public Library

708-395-1237

jstuhlmann@elmwoodparklibrary.org
