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Spotlight: Gifted and Talented Program

addition of a part-time gifted educator at EIm Middle School.

An educator was hired who now works with language arts
teachers to plan challenging lessons for gifted students and
also provide students with enrichment opportunities outside
of the classroom.

Differentiated Instruction Helps

All Students Meet Potential

An exciting goal in the district is the implementation of

Differentiated Instruction strategies within the classroom.
Differentiated Instruction is a teaching strategy in which

the classroom content, process and products are matched

Clubs, Schools Promote Conservation

In September, the students hosted a recycling box decorating
contest that provided recycling boxes for all of the classrooms
and participated in a school yard clean-up, collecting 1,093
pieces of litter. Club members started a “tap and stack” pro-
gram in the lunchroom that reduced lunchroom waste by
50%. During the holidays, club members raised money by
selling ornaments, then used the proceeds to purchase books
for the school library on environmental topics. The club

also has a glue bottle recycling program and is planning big
events for Earth Day week. The students even have a blog:
gogreenelmwood.blogspot.com/.

to students’ various learning styles, abilities and interests.
The key to a differentiated classroom is that all students are
regularly offered choices and students are matched at times
with tasks compatible with their individual learning styles.
It is a research-based method shown to improve learning for
all students.

The classroom teacher implements differentiation strate-
gies for every student in the classroom. In addition, the two
Gifted Education specialists at the elementary schools and
the middle school collaborate with classroom teachers to
differentiate instruction as well as work directly with

gifted students.

Continued from page two...

The EImwood Park High School Science Club/Green Club
under the direction of science teacher Matthew Lazzarotto is
in its inaugural year. The club has a broad science focus that

includes conservation topics. The club’s first endeavor is to
promote aluminum can recycling in the school cafeteria. Club
members will also help promote paper recycling throughout
the building. Twenty-six students in grades nine through
twelve are participating in the Science Club/Green Club.

Plans are in the works to begin a “Green Club” at EIm

Middle School.

L0209 11 ed poomul|3
[e207 Jawolsn) |e1sod

8T "ON luwled
71 'an019 Jany
divd
abeisod 's'N
uoneziuebiQ

1oid-uoN

610 TOrpsnoda@oyunds
1019811Q ‘091d133 AoueN
0985:€86 (802)
frewired nuo) ¥
18)u8) pooypiiy Aes

B10 Toppsnada@ojuisiiw
[edioulid ‘11aqieH Ja1ed
095€-2G¥ (802)

anusny y9. N 7282
10042 S|IIA uyor

B10°TorpSNada@ojuima
fedioutld ‘0izuod uesns
855€-75Y (802)
anusAy w9/ N 6TEC
100493 pooMW[3

Bi10'T0ppSnada@ojuiie
[ediouid ‘uonred uasjyrey
085€-2S (802)

18315 puepIod ‘M L09L
100408 BIPPIAI Wi
Bi0'Tovpsnada@ojuisyda
fediound ‘sbuluuap sawer
2L2LTSy (802)

anuany uouia|ing ‘M T0Z8
1004 YBIH >ted poomuw|3

£0£09 I “ed poomw|3
anuaAy UoNIB|IN4 "M TOZ8

TOY 1911514 [0042S UUN ANUNWOD Y1ed POOMWIT

f10°ToppSNada@IuueLaiz

0T25€86 (802)
fiBojouyoay Jo 0181 ‘ULeWaIZ eull|

B10°Torpsnoda@ma|ez

0v85-€8 (802)
Jafeue|y ssauisng Yd|9Z woL

B10°Torpsnoda@dxyaoenely
9€85-€85 (802)

uonaNASU| pue Wnjnatng
10§ JuapusluLBdNg JuBISISSY
‘Yaoene|H Blned Iq

610" T0ppsnoda@pbipni

T€85€85 (802)
WwapusiuLadng ‘Bipny sejbnog Iq

Islied yuelq
‘Ir Bueq vy
f1ea|) e1oLed
oyeasnig Arep

fre1a109S ‘oreide) uesns
uapISald a1 ‘sabuens ejahuy
UBpISald ‘o[Inzie\ [3BYIN
f10°TORpSnada@wo|nziew
1oneanp3 Jo pJeog

Bi0'Toppsnodemm Z62.-2G (802)
10209 1 “4ed poomwi3

anusny uoks|Ind ‘M T0Z8

T0Y 10138IQ [004S

1N Aunwwog Yled poomwi3

LSINIH SLI 1Y NOLLY

AdVd AOOM

1D141S1a TOOHDS LINN ALINNWWO:



THE NEWSLETTER OF ELMWOOD PARK COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT 401

Volume 14 Issue 2

In addition to District 401’s outstand-
ing core curriculum, enrichment
activities provide students with addi-
tional opportunities to learn and be
challenged. Activities, clubs, and class
offerings enhance the school experi-
ence. Gifted Education is among these
enrichment opportunities.

Throughout the district, approximately
120 students are currently identified as
gifted and talented. Gifted Education
students are recognized by their
standardized test scores and a referral
system based upon class performance, :
the student’s observable characteristics, Elmwood School students participate in a lesson with
along with teacher and parent input.

Currently, all second
grade students take
the Cognitive Ability
Test, but formal
Gifted Education
identification does
not occur until the
beginning of fourth
grade. Once students
are identified, they
continue to receive
Gifted Education ser-
vices for as long as it
suits their needs.

Delivery systems
for the district’s
Gifted Education
services differ in the
elementary, middle
and high school. At
the elementary level
and at the middle
school, a Gifted
Education specialist
works closely with
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L] classroom teachers to help meet the
gifted student’s needs. In addition, the
specialist may take students out of the
classroom for lessons that enrich, acceler-
ate, and enhance the core curriculum.
The Gifted Education specialists are Mary
Anne Kirsch and Christina Barbaric. At
the high school, gifted opportunities

for high-achieving students include the
Honors Program and advanced place-
ment courses in Calculus, English,
Physics, Statistics and U.S. History.

One of the district’s goals for the 2008-
2009 school year was to enhance the
Gifted Education program through the

Gifted Education teacher Mary Anne Kirsch. Continues on page 4

Parents, families and community members
of all ages are invited to attend a very
special event. The Health, Fitness and
Sports Jamboree will take place throughout
Elmwood Park High School from 6:00 to
8:00 PM on Tuesday, March 10.

Participants will enjoy many fitness related activities including obstacle courses and climbing

. walls, receive important health and fitness information and view many demonstra-

¢ “g tions, presentations and displays. EImwood School Assistant Principal Kevin Seibel
and Athletic Director Douglas Noyes are coordinating this event.

Students and teachers will provide information and insight on the district’s athletic
programs including wrestling, soccer, baseball, basketball, volleyball and football.

Come to the
Health, Fitness and
Sports Jamboree!

Community members from doctors and dentists to dancers and yoga instructors will
demonstrate their skills and offer health and fitness information. Nutrition, CPR, and
health issues such as childhood obesity are but a few of the topics covered.

“This is a terrific event for kids and an opportunity for adults to see what
programs and facilities the district offers,” stated Douglas Noyes. “It’s
also a great way to promote a healthy lifestyle and lifetime sports
activities to all members of the community.”

Elmwood Park High School EIm Middle School Elmwood School John Mills School |Early Childhood Center
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Clubs, Schools Promote Conservation

“Green” is growing
throughout the EImwood
Park Community Unit
School District 401 schools.
Conservation is an impor-
tant focus throughout the
district. Students, admin-
istrators, staff and teach-
ers are increasing their
awareness of conservation
activities that improve the
environment at home and
at school.

Science Clubs at the high
school, Mills and EImwood
School are furthering stu-
dents’ knowledge while engaging the
students in “green” activities.

At John Mills School, conservation is
always in the forefront. Thirty second-
and third-graders belong to “Einstein
Explorers,” led by teachers Elizabeth

JOIN scren
CLuB |

Durkin and Deanna Crum. Students in this
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to replace Styrofoam plates with paper. Students also recycle
glass, paper and milk cartons, and pick up litter on school
grounds. Every day they learn that to be a good citizen
means protecting the planet.

The “Go Green Environment Club,” with 32 fourth-
through sixth-grade students, helps all EImwood School stu-
dents and their families develop an awareness of the impor-
tance of improving air quality, reducing waste and conserv-
ing natural resources and decreasing energy consumption.

The club is led by teacher
Jamie Kanas. “Mrs. Kanas
is doing a wonderful job of
instilling excitement in our
students, which we trust
will spread to their families
and ultimately to the com-
munity,” stated EImwood
School Principal Susan
Ponzio. Club members

give environmental tips

to EImwood students and
their families each week
that are read over the inter-
com and published in the

club use the scientific model to ask ques-
tions and learn about the world around

Several members of the EImwood Park High School Science Club

(top) and the John Mills School Einstein Explorers demonstrate school’s weekly newsletter.

them through investigation.
They are furthering their under-
standing of conservation by
studying topics related to energy
and the environment including
magnetic energy, weather, heat
energy, simple machines and
wind energy. This expands upon
many conservation projects
these students participated in
last year.

Club members and students
throughout Mills School are
learning ways to conserve.

The “tap and stack” program
began at Mills School and is
growing to schools district-wide.
Lunches purchased at school
are served on Styrofoam plates.
Styrofoam, which is not biode-
gradable, is a huge contributor to
landfills. By “tapping and stack-
ing” students separate the food
from the plates. This reduces
the volume of garbage. Mills
School previously had about

25 bags of lunchroom waste
each day; “tap and stack” has
reduced that to about nine bags
per day. The district is working
with the food services provider

conservation projects.

Superintendent Attends

EPA Symposium

Last year, when an application to
attend the Environmental Protection
Agency’s National Symposium
“Indoor Air Quality Tools for Schools”
chanced upon the desk of Dr. Douglas
Rudig, the Superintendent was inter-
ested. The conference would take
place on December 4-6, 2008 in
Washington, D.C. Teachers, school
nurses, maintenance and custodial
staff, school decision makers, school
administrators, parents, school and
health association members and com-
munity leaders from across the coun-
try and Korea would come together
to discuss the importance of devel-
oping effective Indoor Air Quality
(IAQ) management practices and how
the indoor environment relates to
teaching and learning. The National
Environmental Health Association
(NEHA), a co-sponsor of the event,
supplied a form to complete for an
opportunity to receive a free trip,

Continues on page 4

including roundtrip airfare,
the conference fee, and hotel
accommodations. Dr. Rudig
completed the application
and submitted it. Several
months later, he was thrilled to learn
he was among the people selected

to receive the all expenses paid
conference.

Conference attendees learned about
available resources and materials,
including the Indoor Air Quality

TfS Kit, which will help support and
implement good IAQ practices in
schools. Environmental professionals
presented a host of seminars on topics
from asthma to “green” cleaning to
mold and radon management. There
were also opportunities to learn about
specific IAQ projects that school dis-
tricts throughout the nation have
successfully implemented.

Dr. Rudig found the conference edu-
cational and thought provoking.

“l look forward to continue work-
ing with our staff and the Board of
Education to expand healthful green
initiatives in the district,” he stated.
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Elmwood Park
High School’s
Illinois State Scholars

The Illinois Student Assistance
Commission (ISAC) has recognized 19
Elmwood Park High School seniors as
2008 Illinois State Scholars. The Illinois
State Scholar Program acknowledges
Illinois high school students that rank
academically in the top ten percent

of the state’s high school graduating
seniors.

Principal James Jennings commented:
“Being named an lllinois State Scholar

is an outstanding accomplishment. | am
very proud of these students for their
hard work and determination. They are
a wonderful example to our younger stu-
dents that hard work truly does pay off.
The number of state scholars also reflects
the excellence of our teaching staff and
the quality of instruction at EPHS.”

Rankings are based on a combination of
ACT and/or SAT test score results and
class rank at the end of the sixth semes-
ter in high school. The Illinois State
Scholar designation can be listed on
college admissions and scholarship
applications.

Congratulations to the EImwood Park
High School 2008 Illinois State Scholars:

Anwar Christopher
Abdallah Remele
Patricia David
Elizaga Rowells
Mario Catherine-
Endiakov Margot
Allison RUB
Filbin Ryan
Schmidt
Lauren
Johnson Cayla
Suarez
Urszula
Koziarz Shannon
Rosa Sweezy
Martinelli Katarzyna
Nicole Szymanska
Merkouris Jason
Vargas
loana
Munteanu Patrizia
Vassallo
Anna
Przepiorka

ELMO Brlngs New Dimensions
" " to Learning

This year, EImwood Park teach-

ers began using an amazing tool to
enhance classroom learning: ELMO.
ELMO is a document projector and
camera. It shares some characteristics
of its predecessors, the overhead and
opaque projectors, but far surpasses
their capabilities. ELMO is the brand
name of the device.

= ELMO not only projects flat objects
! onto a screen—and does so without
using transparencies—it projects
three-dimensional objects as well.

According to Matt Weldon, EImwood
Park High School social studies
teacher, “Teachers can use ELMO to
enhance and zoom in on the types
of materials they previously would
have had to pass around the room or
distribute as copies. ELMO can also show and enlarge three-dimensional
objects and processes. For example, science teachers are using ELMO to
demonstrate chemical reactions. We can also guide student work with
corrections or displays from the front of the room. The possibilities seem
limitless and we are expanding our use of ELMO in class every day.”

An Elmwood Park High School student in Matt
Weldon's Social Studies class uses ELMO to project
her work to the class.

ELMO is also being piloted in the elementary grades. Mills School fifth
grade teacher Dominique Byrnes is testing ELMOQO’s capabilities in her
classroom. “I honestly use ELMO in every curricular area that | teach.
Today | used it in language arts for ISAT (state testing) extended response
practice. | anticipate using it again today in math, where we are using
manipulatives to study decimals. What sets ELMO apart is that students
can actually see what | am doing with my hands when using a manipula-
tive. For instance, we use sliding “centiwheels” in math class. On the cen-
tiwheel are tick marks, much like a ruler. ELMO has been great for show-
ing an enlarged version of the centiwheel, which makes it easy for stu-
dents to count the spaces in-between the lines. | anticipate using ELMO
next year when | teach about microscopes, since EImo can be attached to
a microscope eyepiece to see images on the projector screen.”

Although ELMO is an inexpensive tool, it is bringing a wealth of new
learning opportunities to students.

Registered voters can choose Community Unit School District
401 Board of Education members in the consolidated election
on Tuesday, April 7, or participate in early voting from March 16
through April 2. Three seats are up for election (the Board has
seven members). Board members serve four-year terms without
pay. The Board sets and oversees the direction of the district’s
schools. Community members who are not registered to vote
have until March 10 to do so to be able to vote in the election.
Support your public school district: remember to vote for the
Board of Education candidates of your choice.



