
New sletter Title 

El mwo o d Park  CU SD 401 

March/April, 2010 

Newsletter Date 

This story can fit 175-
225 words. 

The purpose of a news-
letter is to provide spe-
cialized information to a 
targeted audience. News-
letters can be a great 
way to market your 
product or service, and 
also create credibility 
and build your organiza-
tion’s identity among 
peers, members, employ-
ees, or vendors. 

First, determine the au-
dience of the newsletter. 
This could be anyone 
who might benefit from 
the information it con-
tains, for example, em-
ployees or people inter-
ested in purchasing a 
product or requesting 
your service. 

You can compile a mail-

ing list from business 
reply cards, customer 
information sheets, busi-
ness cards collected at 
trade shows, or member-
ship lists. You might 
consider purchasing a 
mailing list from a com-
pany. 

If you explore the Pub-
lisher catalog, you will 
find many publications 
that match the style of 
your newsletter. 

Next, establish how 
much time and money 
you can spend on your 
newsletter. These factors 
will help determine how 
frequently you publish 
the newsletter and its 
length. It’s recommended 
that you publish your 
newsletter at least quar-
terly so that it’s consid-

ered a consistent source 
of information. Your cus-
tomers or employees will 
look forward to its arri-
val. 

Caption describing picture 
or graphic. 

This story can fit 75-125 
words. 

Your headline is an im-
portant part of the news-
letter and should be con-
sidered carefully. 

In a few words, it should 
accurately represent the 
contents of the story and 
draw readers into the 

story. Develop the head-
line before you write the 
story. This way, the 
headline will help you 
keep the story focused. 

Examples of possible 
headlines include Prod-
uct Wins Industry 
Award, New Product Can 
Save You Time!, Mem-
bership Drive Exceeds 

Goals, and New Office 
Opens Near You. 

Secondary Story Headline 
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grams like Headsprout 

Parents 

• Test your knowledge 
of Elmwood Park using 
classroom clickers 
• Learn about internet 
safety for your children 
Get help using your cell 
phone 

Teachers 

• See what cool pro-
jects are going on in the 
rest of the District 
• In case you are a last-
minute person, like me, 
you can still show off a 
cool project from your 
class – you don’t have to 
attend the event for this 
one. Contact Irina if you 

have projects that par-
ents can look at on their 
own, like a museum. 
Examples: student-
made presentations, 
websites, brochures, 
etc.   
Hang out with the other 
cool people in the District 
– there are 38+ teachers 
facilitating sessions and 
150+ students working at 
sessions. Be there!friends 
and students wearing 
acrylic nails with cool 
backdrops, Gaspar’s art 
shows debris often asso-
ciated with parades, fes-
tivals, and celebrations 
important to the lives of 
Latin American immi-
grants in the U.S.  These 
exhibits are open to the 
public until February 27.  
To learn more go to  

District 401 reading di-
rector Valerie McCall and 
Elm teacher Lisa Lof-
fredo organized a Family 
Literacy Night at Elm 
this semester. Families 
were invited to spend the 
evening at the Elm li-
brary playing a variety of 
games that strengthen 
literacy skills, such as 
Scrabble, Scrabble Slam, 
Bananagrams, and other  

"Digital Generation v401", the District 401 technology 
event will take place throughout Elmwood Park High 
School on Wednesday, March 24, from 6:30 to 8:00 
PM. Bring your families! This is a FREE, family event. 
There will be activities for all ages including:  

Create your own multi-media poster using Glogster. 
Learn how to make movies on your home computer us-
ing free Windows software. Play video games created by 
other students. Draw pictures with KidPix. Watch poetry 
videos made by 3rd graders. Try online reading pro-
grams like Headsprouts. 

 

 
Ages 4-9 

• Draw pictures with 
KidPix 
• Watch poetry videos 
made by 3rd graders 
Try online reading pro-
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Test your knowledge of Elmwood Park using classroom 
clickers. Learn about internet safety for your children. 
Get help using your cell phone. 

Featured legal presentation for parents: Learn from an 
attorney about the latest legal ramifications of student 
“sexting” and cell phone usage, laws governing the use of 
technology, and what you and your students should 
know about safe and legal technology uses. Laws are 
changing and the ways students use technology is evolv-
ing. Stay current on how these trends affect your student 
and what parents and students can do to stay safe. 

Secondary Story Headline 

Lead Story Headline 

New sletter Title 

El mwo o d Park  CU SD 401 

March/April, 2010 

Newsletter Date 

This story can fit 175-
225 words. 

The purpose of a news-
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way to market your 
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also create credibility 
and build your organiza-
tion’s identity among 
peers, members, employ-
ees, or vendors. 

First, determine the au-
dience of the newsletter. 
This could be anyone 
who might benefit from 
the information it con-
tains, for example, em-
ployees or people inter-
ested in purchasing a 
product or requesting 
your service. 

You can compile a mail-

“Digital Generation v401” to highlight technology  

Family literacy night creates opportunity for 
fun and games (and reading) 

Elm Middle 
School News 

Elmwood Park CUSD 401 March/April, 2010 

An annual tradition at 
Elm, Lock-In was held on 
Friday, February 26. The 
evening’s activities con-
sisted of several large, 
inflatable amusements 
set up in the gym (the 
bungee race is pictured 
below), a dj-hosted dance 

room, a hair and nail 
“salon” that was staffed by  
Elm parents, drawings for 
prizes, and electronic lip-
sync videos. Over one hun-
dred Elm students attended, 
and many Elm parents vol-
unteered their time to help 
chaperone.  

Students enjoy being “locked in” at 
school 

Important Upcoming Dates 
� 3/22:  No School 

� 3/25-26: Spring Pictures 

� 4/1: Awards Assembly 

� 4/1: 8th grade dinner dance 

� 4/2-4/11: Spring Break 

� 5/6: NJHS induction 

board and card games.  
Elm students and their 
parents and siblings were 
invited to the event. Fami-
lies took turns trying out 
the various games and dis-
covering some new favor-
ites. At the end of the 
night, pizza was served to 
all and drawings were held. 
All the families in atten-
dance were able to take 
home one of the games. 
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We’re on the Web! 

example.microsof

t.com 

Organization 

Inside Story Headline 

The following dates and information 
may prove helpful in planning for the 
final weeks of the 2009 - 2010 school 
year. (This information was also sent 
home in a letter with 8th graders). 

Spring Photos 
Spring Photos are March 25th.  There 
will be a cap and gown available.  If 
you would like your students photo-
graphed with a cap and gown, please 
have the student notify the photogra-
pher. 

Class Trip  The class trip is on Friday, 
May 21st.  Students will be going on 
an entertaining architectural lunch 
cruise on the Mystic Blue ship that 
departs from Navy Pier. Students will 
enjoy a buffet lunch, architectural 
narration, DJ, and dancing. Students 

will depart from Elm at 9 a.m. and 
return by 3 p.m. The cost of the trip 
will be $40.00 per student. More 
detailed information will follow. 

Graduation Practice Days 
We will have graduation practice on 
Monday, May 24th in the morning at 
Elm Middle School and Tuesday, May 
25th in the morning at Elmwood Park 
High School. Eighth grade students 
will have an early dismissal after 
graduation practice on May 25th.  
Students will receive their gowns and 
tickets at that time. More information 
about the time and details will be sent 
home in May.  Students must be in 
attendance at both practices in order 
to participate in the graduation cere-
mony. 

 

Eighth Grade Ribbons 
Each graduate will be issued a set of 
ribbons and a graduation pin. The set 
of ribbons will be issued the evening 
of graduation at the high school. 

Photographs 
There is a group photo taken before 
graduation at 6:15 p.m. in the high 
school gym on Tuesday, May 25th. 
The cost of the photo is $15.00 and 
an order envelope will be sent home. 
Please make the check payable to 
Lifetouch Inc. and return the enve-
lope to your child’s advisor or to the 
photographer when the photo is 
taken.  Photographs will be mailed 
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the business. Sales figures or earn-
ings will show how your business is 
growing. 

Some newsletters include a column 
that is updated every issue, for in-
stance, an advice column, a book 
review, a letter from the president, 
or an editorial. You can also profile 
new employees or top customers or 
vendors. 

Inside Story Headline 

This story can fit 100-150 words. 

The subject matter that appears in 
newsletters is virtually endless. You 
can include stories that focus on 
current technologies or innovations 
in your field. 

You may also want to note business 
or economic trends, or make predic-
tions for your customers or clients. 

If the newsletter is distributed inter-
nally, you might comment upon 
new procedures or improvements to 
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“To catch the reader's attention, pl ace an interesti ng sentence or quot e from the story here.” 

 
Graduation Day 
Parking will be available on both the 
north and south side of Fullerton Ave-
nue. 
Please have your child at the high 
school no later than 6:15 p.m. on 
Tuesday, May 25th to receive  
      their ribbon and take the group 
photo. 
The graduation ceremony begins at 
7:00 p.m. 
.  
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Graduation Tickets 
Graduation is Tuesday, May 25th at 
7:00 p.m.  at Elmwood Park High 
School. Each student will be given 
four (4) tickets for the graduation 
ceremony. These tickets will be dis-
tributed May 25th, once we have de-
termined who will be promoted to 
ninth grade. Elm Middle School does 
not provide extra tickets for the gym 
due to the limited seating capacity.  

If additional family members want to 
see the ceremony, seating will be pro-
vided in the EPHS auditorium where 
the ceremony will be projected live on 
a large screen. 

Only persons with tickets will be al-
lowed seating in the gym.   
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Fourth quarter begins: Eighth graders begin the countdown to graduation and end-of-the-
year activities 

   Elm Middle School Information 

ness, and will allow for more accu-
rate high school placements. 

“Alice in Wonderland” At EPHS 
March 19,20, 21: Elm students 
attended a special performance of 
“Alice in Wonderland” on March 18 
at EPHS. Performances continue at 
7 p.m. on March 19 and 20, and 2 
p.m. on March 21. The show is ap-
propriate for family members of all 
ages. 

National Junior Honor Society 
selection process to begin: All stu-
dents who have been on honor roll 
for three consecutive quarters may 
apply for membership in NJHS. 
Sponsors Mrs. Hong and Mrs. 
Obrecht will meet with eligible stu-
dents on March 24 to explain the 
application process, and completed 
applications are due in mid-April. 
Induction of new members happens 
at a ceremony on May 6th. 

Elm News in Brief 
8th graders to take “Explore” 
test: The Explore test is the 8th 
grade level of the ACT. Like the 
ACT, it contains 4 sections. 8th 
graders will be taking the test in 
four different class periods (two lan-
guage arts, one science, and one 
math) during the week of April 13. 
The results will give  a baseline pre-
diction of how well Elm students are 
progressing towards college readi-
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Elm’s Mission Statement 
The faculty, staff, students, parents, and 

community of Elm Middle School are 
devoted o academic excellence. 

In addition, we feel it is important for 
students to develop a sense of self-esteem 
and confidence in order to further ensure 
success in high school and to enable them 

to make the correct decisions that will 
guide them later in life. 

We believe in: 
Individual differences 

Responsible behavior and 
An obligation of students to serve their 
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Kathleen Porreca, Principal 
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We’re on the web at: 
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