
Newsl etter T itl e 

Elmwood  Par k  CUSD  401 

May, 2011 

Newsletter Date 

 

This story can fit 75-125 

words. 

Your headline is an im-
portant part of the news-
letter and should be con-

sidered carefully. 

In a few words, it should 
accurately represent the 
contents of the story and 
draw readers into the 

story. Develop the head-
line before you write the 
story. This way, the 
headline will help you 

keep the story focused. 

Examples of possible 
headlines include Prod-
uct Wins Industry 
Award, New Product Can 
Save You Time!, Mem-
bership Drive Exceeds 

Goals, and New Office 

Opens Near You. 
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RudigisharedRudigshared his 

plans for re�rement with  

Board of Educa-

tion.        

The Elmwood Park District 401 Board of Educa�on is pleased to 

announce the appointment of Dr. Kevin Anderson as the new Su-

perintendent of Schools.  Dr. Anderson is presently the Assistant 

Superintendent for Teaching and Learning in the Oak Park School 

District #97.  He earned his doctorate in 1992 from the University of 

Northern Iowa and brings extensive knowledge and experience 

from a number of Midwest school districts, covering Kindergarten 

through 12
th
 grade.  His background also includes: Director of Tech-

nology, a Consultant for At-Risk Services, an Assistant Professor in 

Colleges, a teacher, and a published author of educa�onal ar�cles.   

The interviewing process began last fall, when Dr. Douglas Rudig 
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On Tuesday, May 24, the Elm 

8th graders will share in a 

unique learning experience as 

they enter the big top of Cirque 

Amongus. Cirque Amongus is a 

self-contained school program 

offering students, teachers, and 

parents the opportunity to ex-

plore the world of the circus 

from the inside. 

The school day begins not with 

the bell, but with the sound of a 

circus train whistle. The stu-

dents are gathered into troupes 

of 10. Once the students meet 

with their assigned instructors 

for the day, they begin a train-

ing circuit, sampling 10 different 

circus acts including juggling, 

�ght-wire, and acroba�cs. They 

are encouraged to learn, experi-

ment, and think crea�vely at 

each sta�on. A:er lunch, new 

troupes are formed as the stu-

dents each choose their favorite 

shared his plans for re�rement with the Board of Educa�on. 

 

In prepara�on for the new superintendent star�ng in July, the district 

is conduc�ng a survey of parents, staff, students, and community 

members to help gather informa�on about priori�es, strengths, and 

areas for improvement for district programs, facili�es, and direc�ons 

for future planning. 

 

All district parents are asked to please par�cipate in the survey. The 

feedback of parents is par�cularly valuable. The survey can be ac-

cessed online at:  h<p://www.epcusd401.org/survey 
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act and begin a focused training 

session. They have one hour to as-

semble an act with the members of 

their troupe. When the hour is up, 

the curtain rises on Cirque Amon-

gus. 

Cirque Amongus is the show. It is 

the circus discovered that day by 

the students, parents, and teachers. 

It is the circus on, around, and con-

nec�ng each one of us. Each troupe 

performs a 3-minute act. Students 

display their newfound talents in a 

show sure to entertain, amaze, and 

amuse. When the curtain closes and 

the show comes to an end, the stu-

dents are le: with a sense of ac-

complishment, showmanship, and 

an experience that they will never 

forget—the day the circus came to 

them. 

Cirque Amongus introduces the 

circus arts in a fun-filled environ-

ment promo�ng self-confidence, 

perseverance, and teamwork.   

Elm 8th graders will discover the big top within on May 24: Circus DayElm 8th graders will discover the big top within on May 24: Circus DayElm 8th graders will discover the big top within on May 24: Circus DayElm 8th graders will discover the big top within on May 24: Circus Day    

Important Upcoming Dates 

� 5/10: Band and Choir concert 

� 5/13: 8th grade dinner dance 

� 5/19: Poetry Night 

� 5/23 and 5/25: 8th grade field trips 

� 5/24: Circus Day 

� 5/26: 8th grade graduation 

� 5/30: Memorial Day—No school 

� 6/1: Last day of school for 7th graders 

“We wanted an ac�vity that 

would be fun, different, and edu-

ca�onal for our 8th graders’ last 

week at school. Cirque Amongus 

caught our eye because it is defi-

nitely something that students 

would not be able to experience 

on their own. It’s an ac�vity that 

we can provide that is totally 

unique and it looks like great fun. 

Addi�onally, it supports physical 

educa�on, teamwork, crea�vity, 

and so many other posi�ve val-

ues. The li<le kids are going to be 

so excited to see the 8th graders 

doing their acts. Cirque Amongus 

is tailoring their program for us so 

that it is appropriate for just 8th 

graders.”  Elm is s�ll seeking 

some adult volunteers for the day 

(parents or siblings, age 18 or 

older). Please call (708)452-3550 

if you are available on May 24 to 

help out. For more informa�on 

on Cirque Amongus, visit 

www.cirqueamongus.com. 

Students discover newfound 

talents as they experiment first-

hand with rolling globes, �ght-

wires, unicycles, equilibris�cs, 

magic, juggling, acroba�cs, s�lts, 

trapeze, and pantomime. The 

Cirque Amongus facilitators are 

experienced performers trained 

in a wide variety of circus arts. 

They oversee the training, lend-

ing advice, keeping an eye on 

safe prac�ces, and demon-

stra�ng equipment. 

The a:ernoon kindergarten 

classes, and the district’s first 

and second graders will be tak-

ing a field trip to Elm to watch 

the eighth graders perform their 

show. Administrators and staff 

members from around the dis-

trict will be joining Elm staff and 

parents in working with the Elm 

students throughout the day. 

Elm Principal, Dr. Porreca, talk-

ing about Circus Day, said 
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the business. Sales figures or earn-
ings will show how your business is 

growing. 

Some newsletters include a column 
that is updated every issue, for in-
stance, an advice column, a book 
review, a letter from the president, 
or an editorial. You can also profile 
new employees or top customers or 

vendors. 

Inside Story Headl ine 

This story can fit 100-150 words. 

The subject matter that appears in 
newsletters is virtually endless. You 
can include stories that focus on 
current technologies or innovations 

in your field. 

You may also want to note business 
or economic trends, or make predic-

tions for your customers or clients. 

If the newsletter is distributed inter-
nally, you might comment upon 
new procedures or improvements to 
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Tradi�onally, the PAT plans and hosts the 8th 

grade dinner dance held each spring, plans 

and hosts the gradua�on breakfast for the 8th 

graders, and hosts a Teacher Apprecia�on 

Week luncheon each year. PAT volunteers 

help out with school func�ons such as picture 

days, dances, Open House and other special 

events. The PAT has also run many fundrais-

ers to help provide funds for a number of 

projects to benefit the students of Elm. In the 

past few years, the PAT has helped re-paint 

the Elm gym, purchased sound equipment, 

purchased thousands of dollars worth of 

books for the Elm library, and donated money 

for assembly presenta�ons and materials to 

support the PBIS program. During the 2010-

2011 school year, the PAT also donated the 

money to restore the Adventure Educa�on 

club. (The Adventure Educa�on club organizes 

trips to Great America, Gurnee Mills, and an 

educa�onal overnight trip to Springfield, Illi-

nois). 

The PAT meets each month during the school 

year and all parents are welcome to a<end.            

Elm News in BriefElm News in BriefElm News in BriefElm News in Brief    
 Elm PAT news:  

At the PAT mee�ng held on May 3, officers for 

the 2011-2012 Elm Middle School Parent and 

Teacher Organiza�on were selected. The new 

officers for next year will be: 

President: Fran Scwartz 

Vice President: Fran Howard 

Secretary: Lynn Schmidt 

Treasurer: Kerri Hagen 
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Elm’s Mission Statement 

The faculty, staff, students, parents, and com-

munity of Elm Middle School are devoted o 

academic excellence. 

In addi�on, we feel it is important for students 

to develop a sense of self-esteem and confi-

dence in order to further ensure success in high 

school and to enable them to make the correct 

decisions that will guide them later in life. 

We believe in: 

Individual differences 

Responsible behavior and 

An obliga�on of students to serve their  

community. 

 Elm Middle School 

 7607 Cortland Street 

 Elmwood Park, Illinois 

 60707 

Phone: 708-452-3550 

Fax: 708-452-0662 

Principal’s e-mail: porrecak@epcusd401.org 

Dr. Kathleen Porreca, Principal 
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We’re on the web at: 
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