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Timing
● Five tests
● 45 mintues

● 9 Minutes PER test



  

Skimming
● Skim the WHOLE paragraph 
BEFORE answering the questions!

● Don't immediately jump to the 
questions.

● You may need to read beyond the 
paragraph to get the correct 
answer.



  

Example

her dogs has sleek, brown hair.       F. no change
                14                                     G. are
                                                         H. have
                                                         J. do not have

Seems pretty easy, doesn’t it? “Ah, a simple subject-
verb agreement problem,” you’re probably thinking. 
“The answer, obviously, is H.” But what if we show 
you the whole sentence?



  

Example (cont.)
The girl  walking her dogs has sleek, brown hair.
                                           14                     F. no change
                                                         G. are
                                                                    H. have
                                                                   J. do not 
havReading the rest of the sentence reveals that the sleek, 
brown hair belongs to a girl rather than a pack of dogs. The 
question was about subject-verb agreement, but the words 
directly next to the underlined phrase misled you into 
thinking that the subject was “her dogs” and not “the girl.” If 
you had read the passage first, you would have realized 
that the correct answer is F.



  

MTPT
● M – main idea – what are they 
talking about

● T – Tense – past/present  check →
verb endings

● P – Point of view – author/narrator 
● T – Tone – formal/informal

● Quickly skim the first paragraph and 
and determine MTPT.

● It WILL help you



  

Tips and Tricks
● Time wasters – answer at the end 
of the passage

● Short and sweet – ACT loves the 
shortest GRAMMATICALLY 
correct answer....avoid repetition

● Opt to OMIT (delete) – if you are 
stuck on a question choose this 
option.



  

Examples
The horse walked and trotted along the gravel 
road.                    A. No change

                                B. trotted, jogged and walked
                                C. walked
                                D. trotted and jogged

** - Correct because it's the shortest correct 
answer.



  

The ancestor of our modern microscopes
are nearly four hundred years old. The early
microscopes were worked and operated by

lenses that, by forcing light to bend, could focus
and enlarge the image of whatever object

reflecting the light. By improving lensmaking,
microscopes could be made to enlarge an object

as much as one thousand times its original
size. The word “telescope” derives from the

Greek meaning “to view” and “far off”; “microscope”
comes from the Greek meaning “to

view” and “small.” 



  

8. F. NO CHANGE                                                           11. A. NO CHANGE                 

G. are near                                                                         B. By having improved 
lensmaking,

H. is near                                                                           C. Lensmaking having 
improved,

J. is nearly                                                                         D. With the improvement of 
lensmaking,

9. A. NO CHANGE                                                      

B. were worked and were                                              

C. worked and operated by                                           

D. worked by

10. F. NO CHANGE

G. was reflecting

H. reflected

J. will reflect



  

Answers

8. J
9. D
10. H
11. D
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