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Principal’s Message

Greetings Elm Families,

We hope everyone had a wonderful week! We’ve  added added several new layers of safety to our school Covid-19 procedures.  Thank you 
for your flexibility and support as we pivot to make changes to keep all our students as safe as possible.  Along with our school safety 
measures, please remember to keep your student home when they are sick.  Please also keep a student home if there is a pending or 
positive test within your home.  Thank you for your partnership in keeping our students healthy!

Please take a few minutes and read through this weeks Courier! This week’s Courier provides you with our classroom updates!  Have a great 
weekend and we will see everyone next week! As always, should you need anything, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me directly. Stay 
safe! #TeamElmStrong 

Most Sincerely, 
Ms. Ashley Groeneveld

6th Grade Classroom Updates

ELA
The Essential Question that 6th-Grade will focus on during Trimester 1 is: What are the challenges and triumphs of growing up? 6th-Grade is 
beginning Unit 1 by reading and annotating the text Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson.
Social Studies
Students have been introduced to a graphic organizer/ strategy to help guide them with learning different civilizations. This graphic organizer 
is called GRAPES.  Ask your student if they can share with you the letters’ meanings.
Science
In 6th grade Science , our PLC has been focusing on using STEMscopes hands on activities. We have been doing stations, vocabulary sorts, 
definition scrambles, science experiments, labs, and utilizing the nice weather to demonstrate life science around us by making scientific 
observations outside for our investigations. 
Math
In 6th grade math, we are currently working on our first unit, Prime Time. In addition to reviewing previous grade-level skills, we are working 
on Whole Number Operations. Students will be working on finding the greatest common factors of two or more numbers, the least common 
multiples of two or more numbers, and using order of operations with whole-number exponents.

7th Grade Classroom Updates

ELA
The Essential Question that 7th-Grade will focus on during Trimester 1 is: What can one generation learn from another? 7th-Grade is beginning 
Unit 1 - Generations.
Social Studies
Students have begun study of the development of America, beginning with the Ancient Native American societies before progressing to 
European discovery. Students are focusing on the Essential Question for the unit, ‘Why would a US historian study the Americas, Africa, and 
Europe before the 1500s?’. 
Science
In 7th Grade Science, students are learning about atoms and molecules. Students are learning to identify mysterious substances using their 
physical and chemical properties. They are also mixing chemicals and looking for the signs of a chemical reaction, like color changes and the 
production of gas! 
Math
 In 7th grade math, we are currently working on our first unit, Accentuate the Negative. This unit covers Integers and Rational Numbers.  
Students will be working on operations with integers, inequalities, and plotting points on a coordinate plane.  
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8th Grade Classroom Updates

ELA
The Essential Question that 8th-Grade will focus on during Trimester 1 is: Are inventions realized through inspiration 
or perspiration? 8th-Grade is beginning with Unit 5 - Inventions.
Civics
Discussing philosophies of Hobbes and Locke. What makes a good citizen? Why do we need government?  What 
makes a country? Testing USA geography as well. 
Science
 This month in 8th grade Science students are working on planning an investigation to provide evidence that a 
change in an object’s motion depends on the sum of the forces on the object and the mass of the object which 
includes Newton's 1st and 2nd Law of Motion.  Later this month they will apply Newton’s third law to design a 
solution to a problem involving the motion of two colliding objects.
Honors Biology
Students have spent the last few weeks learning about the scientific inquiry and experimental design. Later this 
month they will be learning about atoms, elements, isotopes, the properties of water, carbon compounds, 
chemical reactions and enzymes
Math
In 8th grade math, we are currently working on our first unit, Thinking with Mathematical Models.  This unit covers 
Linear Relationships.  Students will be working on algebra skills, finding slope and y-intercept from a graph, a 
table, an equation, and from two coordinate points.

6th Grade Electives Classroom Updates

CHOIR students are working on learning to read, clap, and count down to the 8th note.  
General MUSIC students are moving from learning about notes on the staff to reading rhythms, and experiencing 
music examples in video and live performance.  6th Grade BAND students are playing tunes using five different 
notes. 

Students in TECHNOLOGY are utilizing Google's suite of applications (like docs, sheets, slides, and sites) to 
communicate and express themselves for a variety of purposes.  

During the month of September, PHYSICAL EDUCATION students completed Fitnessgram Fitness tests and have 
begun a softball unit.  In HEALTH class, students are learning how to take responsibility for their health, by 
accessing valid health information, making decisions, setting goals and practicing healthful behaviors.

In ART, our artists just finished a unit on Secrets!  And no, we don’t plan a reveal!  Students had to dig deep to find 
a share-able secret and then create art to tell the story of their secret, visually with images and strategically 
placed wording.

In SPANISH, students are working on asking/ answering questions about the time and the weather. They are also 
working on expressing the day and date as well as what they like and what they don’t like.  
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7th Grade Electives Classroom Updates

CHOIR students are working on learning to read, clap, and count down to the 8th/16th note.  
General MUSIC students are moving from learning about notes on the staff to reading rhythms, and experiencing music 
examples in video and live performance.  7th Grade BAND students are playing major scales, eighth notes rhythms, and 
learning their key signatures.

Students in TECHNOLOGY are utilizing Google's suite of applications (like docs, sheets, slides, and sites) to communicate and 
express themselves for a variety of purposes.  

During the month of September, PHYSICAL EDUCATION students completed Fitnessgram Fitness tests and have begun a 
softball unit.  In HEALTH, students are learning how to make smart food choices, balance food intake with physical activity, 
and get the most nutrition out of the calories they consume.

In ART, our artists just finished a unit on Secrets!  And no, we don’t plan a reveal!  Students had to dig deep to find a share-able 
secret and then create art to tell the story of their secret, visually with images and strategically placed wording.

In SPANISH, students are wrapping up unit one on greeting and small talk.  Students have been working on asking and 
answering questions about the time, the weather and expressing the day and the time.  Students are also writing emails 
expressing what they like and introducing a friend.

8th Grade Electives Classroom Updates

CHOIR students are working on learning to read, clap, and count down to the 16th note.  8th Grade BAND students are playing 
major and minor scales, sixteenth note rhythms, and learning their key signatures.

Students in TECHNOLOGY are utilizing Google's suite of applications (like docs, sheets, slides, and sites) to communicate and 
express themselves for a variety of purposes.  

During the month of September, PHYSICAL EDUCATION students completed Fitnessgram Fitness tests and have begun a 
softball unit.  

In ART, our artists just finished a unit on Secrets!  And no, we don’t plan a reveal!  Students had to dig deep to find a share-able 
secret and then create art to tell the story of their secret, visually with images and strategically placed wording.

In SPANISH, students are wrapping up unit one on greetings and small talk.  Students have worked on introducing themselves 
and asking/responding to routine questions.  They should be able to ask and answer questions about the time, the weather 
and the date.  They should feel comfortable with routine and repetitive phrases like expressing “I like …”  and “ over the 
weekend I went to ….”. 
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All Things Elm Middle School

Club Reminders Picture Day

- Cryptoclub: Thursdays 
- Art Club: Tuesdays
- Math Club: Wednesdays
- Band Club: Tuesdays                            
- Choir Club: Wednesdays
- Homework Club: Everyday
- Robotics Club: Wednesdays &  Fridays
- Yearbook Club: Meetings start 9/27

Clubs will meet weekly on their regularly scheduled days 
unless otherwise communicated by the sponsor, all clubs 
will conclude by 4:15 pm for students to take the late bus, 
unless otherwise communicated by sponsor. 

Elm Middle School will be having 
Picture Day on October 4, 2021! 
Please use the following link to 
register and pay for pictures! 

Picture Retake Day: October 25, 2021

Elm Middle School Picture Day Link!

Attendance Reminders Resources

If a student is going to be absent from class, a 
parent or guardian should call our Attendance 

Clerk at (708) 583-6600 or email 
elmattendance@epcusd401.org. 

When calling, please spell your child’s last name 
and give their student ID number.

> The Learning Update Center

> Virtual Backpack

> Bullying & Harassment Form

> Technology Support 

> Aramark Free Meal Pickup

Upcoming Events Need Help? Contact Us!

> September 24- District Institute Day, No 
Student Attendance 

> September 28- PSAT 8/9

> October 1 - Sweets for Sale for students

> October 4 - Picture Day

> October 27 - Owls on the Prowl!

> Ms. Ashley Groeneveld, Principal: 708-583-6227, 
groenevelda@epcusd401.org

> Ms. Stephanie Spiewak, Assistant Principal: 
708-583-6228, spiewaks@epcusd401.org 

> Mr. Michael Goodman, Dean of Students:
708-583-6238, goodmanm@epcusd401.org 

> Main Office: 708-452-3550, 
elminfo@epcusd401.org

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13pW0efLnmaWNtwFcPEo3ugn9SS_YD57f/view?usp=sharing
https://www.epcusd401.org/learning-update-center
https://www.epcusd401.org/elm/about-us/virtual-backpack
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4EpAfWYn20eMPE1Koi5SpcjFcykFUeNRY9PAH1LKWhIvtcw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.epcusd401.org/fall-learning-plan/technology-support
https://epcusd.schooldish.com/Curbside-Ordering
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rEBMCRIiHVf2VvUL3qjhWzFOtqgatjHX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UQNwspssaqbGJrXsUWKwzL_uIAHy9deN/view
mailto:groenevelda@epcusd401.org
mailto:spiewaks@epcusd401.org
mailto:goodmanm@epcusd401.org
mailto:elminfo@epcusd401.org

