
 
 

            

PRINCIPALLY SPEAKING  
We’ve had a wonderful first 8 days of school! I have           
enjoyed seeing students learning and interacting in the        
classrooms I visited this week. I am very impressed with          
our hallways and bathroom behavior demonstrated this       
week by all students, great job Panthers!! 
Drop off & Pickup will be impacted by RR crossing repair 
Grand Ave will be closing Monday Aug. 28th at the RR 
crossing for repair work on the tracks. This is 
scheduled to have traffic diverted to Fullerton Ave for 2 
weeks to complete the project. Please plan ahead for 
delays with the increase in vehicles that will be traveling 
Fullerton Ave.  
Elmwood is so appreciative of a proactive group of 
Dads that are organizing additional support for helping 
with our entry & dismissal during this time. If you 
would like to join this group, contact our school office 
or Mr. Gary Craig. We are seeking support from 
8:00-8:40 AM, and 2:45-3:15 PM. 
Our new Chromebooks have arrived! Each grade level 
now has access to 30 computers to use daily. As we 
begin to incorporate this tool into our classrooms, look 
for new and exciting educational activities to discuss 
with your child! 
 

 
Mr. Panther visiting at Elmwood’s first PBIS Pep 

Assembly 

 PATT NEWS 
Welcome back! The PATT is looking to meet new         
people. Please come to our first meeting of the year          
on Sept. 7th at 2:00 p.m. Those of you that come           
early to pick-up your little ones, stop in our         
meeting and find out what we are all about.  
Thank you to those that have already submitted        
your volunteer forms.  
We are looking for volunteers for the Walkathon        
on September 21st. Information will be coming       
home shortly.  
Please be sure to contact Michela Shipinski for        
PATT membership at 708-845-6446 or email      
msitaly71@comcast.net. 

 
Like us on Facebook!  

https://www.facebook.com/Elmwood-Elementary-
School-746103715438506/  

 

                                           
Follow us on Twitter!       Follow us on Instagram! 
   @ElmwoodSchool               ElmwoodSchool401  
 
 

NEW SKATEBOARD RACK! 
Attention all skateboarders! Courtesy of our 
amazing PATT, we 
now have a 

skateboard 
rack underneath 
the overhang to 
keep your skateboard 
safe and locked up! 
All you need to do 
is bring your own 
lock! Thank you, 
PATT! 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Elmwood-Elementary-School-746103715438506/
mailto:msitaly71@comcast.net
https://www.facebook.com/Elmwood-Elementary-School-746103715438506/


 

TARDY REMINDER 
Please remember to make sure your child arrives to         
school on time. It is important not only for your          
student not to miss any instructional time, but        
important not to disrupt the whole class when entering         
the classroom late. As a reminder, students are allowed         
to enter the building starting at 8:20 a.m. Monday,         
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, and at 9:00 a.m. on         
Wednesdays. Below are some tips in order to eliminate         
tardiness to school: 

● Lay out clothes the night before 
● Pack backpack the night before and leave it by         

the front door 
● Pack lunches the night before 
● Wake up 20 minutes earlier 
● Create a calendar/schedule for weekly activities 

 
Here is a link to a study that explains how tardiness can 
negatively affect school and job performance 
http://www.sfps.info/DocumentCenter/View/8404  

 
EARLY DROP-OFF/LATE PICK-UP INFORMATION 

Student safety is the highest priority at Elmwood        
School. Therefore, we make every effort to ensure that         
all students are under appropriate supervision until       
they return to you at the end of their school day. For            
that reason, we are concerned about students who are         
arriving before supervision time begins in the morning        
and that are left after dismissal time in the afternoon.          
The school is not, and cannot be, staffed to provide          
supervision for students in these situations; hiring extra        
personnel to supervise is beyond our financial       
resources. In addition, children can feel confused and        
apprehensive when they are dropped off alone outside        
of school or not picked up on time. If a child arrives to             
school before 8:20 a.m. (9:00 a.m. on Wednesdays), or         
are not picked up by 3:12 p.m. after school (on all           
days), your child will be placed in before/after school         
care (BASEC) at the cost of the parent/guardian. You         
will receive a text message from the school if and when           
this happens. Thank you for your assistance in this         
safety matter. 

 WORDS OF WISDOM 
Happy Friday, and welcome back Panthers and       
Parents! The theme for the month of August is         
“Off to a Good beginning.” This week we        
focused on self-discipline. Former United States      
President Theodore Roosevelt once said, “with      
self-discipline, most anything is possible.” The      
dictionary defines self-discipline as correction or      
regulation of oneself for the sake of       
improvement. The number-one trait needed to      
accomplish your goals in life is to have        
self-discipline. For the students that do have a        
strong sense of self-discipline, studies show that       
they outrank their peers in terms of academic        
performance. In fact, students with high      
self-discipline are also known to behave      
differently, have fewer absences, and do more       
homework than that of their less-disciplined      
peers. Self-discipline is not only found to be        
related to a student’s academic success, but to        
their behavior as well. One study found that        
students with a high level of self-discipline were        
less likely to have behavioral problems in school.        
Despite what many may think, self discipline is a         
learned behavior. It requires practice and      
repetition in your day-to-day life. To improve       
your own self discipline, test out these 5 proven         
methods for gaining better control: 

1. Remove temptations. Self control is often      
easiest when abiding by the old saying,       
“out of sight, out of mind.”  

2. Eat regularly and healthily.  
3. Don’t wait for it to “feel right.”       

Improving your self discipline means     
changing up your normal routine, which      
can be uncomfortable and awkward.  

4. Schedule breaks, treats, and rewards for      
yourself. 

5. Forgive yourself and move forward. 
Have a wonderful weekend, and remember to       
come to school on Monday prepared to Be        
Responsible, Be Respectful, and Be ready for       
class! With something to think about, this is Mrs.         
Wright. Make it a great weekend – or not. The          
choice is yours! 

 
 

BE RESPONSIBLE, BE RESPECTFUL, BE READY 

http://www.sfps.info/DocumentCenter/View/8404
http://www.ascd.org/publications/researchbrief/v4n06/toc.aspx



