
From the Principal’s Desk
This month is a great time to be an elementary school 

principal.  Our building is full of students singing, 
celebrating and most importantly learning!  Please plan on 

attending our band and holiday concerts this year, our 
students have been hard at work preparing for these 

events.  Have  a wonderful holiday season, and as always, 
please contact us if you have any questions or concerns!  

.-Mr. Lerner & Mrs. Hagins

December 7th, 2018

Don’t Forget!

December 11
Band Concert 

6:00 PM
December 12

Bilingual Parents’ 
Advisory Council 

Meeting
9:30- EW Library

December 20
Gr 1-3 Holiday Show

6:00 PM

Dec. 24- Jan. 4
Winter Break! School 
resumes January 7th

District Reporting 
form can be found on 

epcusd401.org

Congratulations!
The Chicago Blackhawks ServICE Crew presented by 

Dover Foundation is designed to encourage youth ages 
8-18 to take an active role in their community by 
volunteering and giving back. Participants of the 

program will be encouraged to spend their free time 
doing community service projects of their choosing. The 

program aims to build community-minded youth.  
Elmwood School would like to congratulate Isabella 

Wernsing, who was nominated by Ms. Jerzyk, for being 
selected as a “Volunteer of the Month.”  Isabella will win 
a t-shirt, two tickets to a Chicago Blackhawks game and 

recognition on their website.

We are proud of you Isabella!

Follow us on Twitter @ew401_panthers



Battle of the Books
Students in grades 3-6 are invited to join battle of the books.  Here is how 

it works:  Step One:  Find a team of 2-5 students who love to read and 
compete! Want to participate but can’t find a team? No worries- see Mrs. 
Lester! Your team needs to hand in your permission slips together to Mrs. 

Lester by December 18th.  
Step Two: Decide who on your team will read which books, read carefully!

Step Three: Come to school on March 15th at 7:45 for the battle- don’t 
forget- team spirit wear is encouraged!

Any Questions? See Mrs. Lester or Ms. Iovinelli or Miss Tobey

 

PATT Update
Thank you to all of the volunteers 

for the PATT Holiday Shoppe- 
students really enjoyed buying 

holiday gifts for their friends and 
families.  Events like these are fun 
experiences that our students can 
only enjoy with the support of our 
volunteers- thank you to all that 

assisted. 

The PATT had their election for the 
2019-2020 board members.  The 
2019-2020 board is as follows:

► President — Jen Ranallo

► Vice President — Cesia Bermudez, 
Heather Braglia

► Treasurer — Hannah Vargas

► Secretary — Jen Cardona

We look forward to working with 
all of you next year. 

Follow us on Twitter @ew401_panthers

Holiday Concerts
Our fifth and sixth grade band 
will have their annual holiday 

concert on December 11th at 6:00 
PM.

Our 1st, 2nd, and 3rd grade 
students will be participating in 
our holiday concert on December 

20th at 6:00 PM

We look forward to enjoying the 
music with you!

Spelling Bee
The District Spelling Bee once 
again be in January this year. 
Students who have made the 

team will be notified next week.  
Good Luck to all! More details to 

follow!



Follow us on Twitter @ew401_panthers

5Essentials Survey

District 401 will be administering the Illinois 5Essentials Survey again this year. We 
would like to thank the 105 parents who have already completed this survey at 
Parent Teacher conferences- if you haven’t had an opportunity to take the survey yet, 
please follow the directions below.  The results of this survey will provide us with 
feedback on what areas our school leadership team is excelling at, and where growth 
is still needed. 

What is it? The online survey was developed by the University of Chicago’s 
Consortium on Chicago School Research and is derived from the Five Essentials for 
School Success, which is an evidence-based framework that identifies five factors that 
can lead to important student outcomes such as improved attendance and significant 
gains in test scores. These five factors/essentials are:

● Effective Leaders
● Collaborative Teachers

● Involved Families
● Supportive Environment
● Ambitious Instruction

The parent/guardian survey will take approximately 15 minutes to complete. You may 
skip questions you do not wish to answer, but the survey must be completed in one 
sitting and cannot be retrieved once it is submitted. 

How can you help? If you decide to take the survey, your identity will be kept 
completely confidential and your responses will not be linked to you. In addition, 
school-level reports will only be generated if at least 20 percent of our 
parents/guardians complete the survey, which can be accessed until Friday, Jan. 18, 
2019, by visiting http://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/survey/parent/. If we successfully 
meet this requirement, we will receive our reports in March 2019. The results will also 
be made available to the public via the State School Report Cards, which will be 
released in the fall.

http://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/survey/parent/

