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September 16, 2021

To: Elmwood Park CUSD 401 Stakeholders
Re: Stakeholders Update

It is hard to believe that we are wrapping up our first month of school this week. It feels more like our
normal school year and I am grateful for your partnership in supporting our safe return. It truly takes
all of us working together to keep our doors open and our students learning in-person.

On September 19, 2021, Governor Pritzker’s Executive Vaccine Order for all school personnel will
begin. The order requires all school personnel to be fully vaccinated or submit to weekly testing.
Currently 90% of our school personnel are fully vaccinated. We will continue to follow the mandates
and guidance given to us.

This past week brought to our attention two potential safety threats to our school community.  As a
school community it is more important than ever to follow the motto “if you see something, say
something.” I am extremely grateful for the individuals that shared information with school personnel
of a possible safety threat. The shared information allowed us to investigate the potential safety threat
and follow up accordingly. Thankfully the two potential threats did not cause serious harm to others.
The incidents this past week also bring to light the immense worry that one can cause by simply
thinking they are playing a joke. There is no joking when it comes to school safety. It is something we
take extreme measures on in order to keep every single student, staff member and visitor safe when
they are on our school grounds. On our district website we have our anonymous reporting form as
another way to share information. Please use this form to report bullying, harassment, or any
suspicious behavior/activities you may witness. District Reporting Form

Throughout the upcoming weeks we have some exciting events that will take place on our grounds.
One to share with you today is the EPHS Homecoming Game that will be held on Friday, October 1,
2021 at 6PM. Feel free to come out and see the athletes in action.

Our EPCUSD 401 Spirit Store is now open for orders. We are partnering with American Custom for
the second year in a row to provide school apparel for our community.

For updated school information please visit the district’s website: www.epcusd401.org

Sincerely,

Dr. Leah Gauthier
Superintendent of Schools
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