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Leah Gauthier, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

August 5, 2021

To: Elmwood Park CUSD 401 Stakeholders
Re: Safe Return Plan

We are looking forward to welcoming all students back in-person on August 18, 2021. After reviewing guidance
given to us from our local and state health department we have created our Safe Return Plan. The purpose of
our plan is to share the layered mitigation strategies that will be in place at the start of the school year. We will
continue to observe, plan, respond and communicate new guidance that is provided to us. Click to view the Safe
Return Plan. We will be sharing detailed safety measures next week with all stakeholders.

Based on current metrics and vaccination levels, we will follow the layered mitigation measures in order to
create the best possible in-person learning environment for our students.
Layered Mitigation Strategies:

● Hand hygiene
● Cleaning and disinfecting practices
● Social distancing of 3 feet when possible
● Adequacy of ventilation and filtration systems
● Masks required on all school buses (CDC order)
● Mask required for all students, staff and visitors regardless of vaccination status while indoors, including

athletics and extracurriculars (mandated by Governor Pritzker)
● Optional COVID-19 Rapid Testing
● Share information regarding vaccine opportunities for those eligible
● COVID-19 case reporting
● Contact tracing following the CCDPH guidelines

Vaccination is currently the leading public health strategy to end the COVID-19 pandemic. We are offering two
vaccination events for students 12+ of age. The details are listed below:

● EPHS- August 5, 2021, 12PM-2PM (directly following student orientation) Sign-Up Here or walk-ins
welcome

● Elm- August 12, 2021, 3PM-5PM (directly following student orientation) Sign-Up Here or walk-ins
welcome

●  Sign-Up anytime through Cook County Department of Public Health CCDPH Vaccination Sites 

Your patience and understanding remain deeply appreciated as we strive to maintain a safe environment for our
students and staff. We are all looking forward to the day where we can return to normalcy, and while we have
taken positive steps to that end, COVID is not yet behind us. I acknowledge the frustration that some will feel
with these measures, however, there is no greater trust placed in us by our community than the trust regarding
the safety of children under our care.

For updated school information please visit the district’s website: www.epcusd401.org

Sincerely,

Dr. Leah Gauthier
Superintendent of Schools
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