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Graduation Requirements MS
Elm Middle School Promotion Requirements 

➢ Successful completion of core coursework
➢ Pathway Roadmap Completion 
➢ State Mandated Requirements 
➢ Completion of “I Believe” Speech

Audience and 
Purpose Organization Elaboration Use of Language Eye Contact & Body 

Language Clarity

Score 
6

Creates a 
memorable main 
impression that is 
supported with 
effective use of 
many sensory 
details

Well organized, 
with strong 
transitions helping 
to link words and 
ideas

Vivid, sensory 
details support 
main idea; creative 
use of figurative 
language provides 
interesting 
comparisons

Varies sentence 
structures and makes 
good word choices; 
very few errors in 
spelling, grammar, or 
punctuation

Body language, 
gestures, and facial 
expressions add 
greatly to the 
message. Eye contact 
is almost constant with 
audience.

Speaks clearly and 
distinctly all the time 
with no 
mispronounced words

Score 
5

Creates a strong 
main impression 
that is supported 
with relevant 
sensory details

Clearly organized, 
although an 
occasional lapse 
may occur

Sensory details 
strongly support 
main idea; 
figurative language 
used to make 
interesting 
comparisons

Some sentence 
variety and good word 
choices; some errors 
in spelling, grammar, 
or punctuation, but 
they do not interfere 
with reader 
understanding

Body language, 
gestures, and facial 
expressions 
compliment message. 
Often student makes 
eye contact with 
audience

Speaks clearly and 
distinctly nearly all the 
time with no more than 
one mispronounced 
word

Score 
4

Creates a main 
impression that is 
supported by 
sensory details

Is consistently 
organized, 
although perhaps 
simplistically

Sensory details 
support main idea; 
figurative language 
used to create 
comparisons

Sentence structures 
and word choices may 
be appropriate but are 
occasionally awkward; 
errors in spelling, 
grammar, or 
punctuation may 
occur, but they do not 
interfere with reader 
understanding

Body language, facial 
expressions and 
gestures lack variety 
and spontaneity. 
Occasionally student 
makes eye contact 
with audience
 

Speaks clearly and 
distinctly most of the 
tune with no more 
than two 
mispronounced words

Score 
3

May create a main 
impression but 
does not 
adequately support 
it with sensory 
details

May have 
organization in 
some parts but 
lacks organization 
in other parts

Details in support 
of main idea not 
consistently 
effective; attempts 
at figurative 
language not 
always successful 
or interesting

Inconsistent control of 
sentence structures 
and incorrect word 
choices; errors in 
spelling, grammar, or 
punctuation 
occasionally interfere 
with reader 
understanding

Body language and 
facial expressions are 
lacking. Rarely does 
student make eye 
contact with audience.

Often mumbles or can 
not be understood with 
more than three 
mispronounced words.

Score 
2

Sensory details 
may be present but 
do not add up to a 
clear main 
impression

Very disorganized 
and not easy to 
follow

Limited use of 
sensory details in 
support of main 
idea; unsuccessful 
use of figurative 
language

Problematic sentence 
structures and 
frequent inaccuracies 
in word choices; 
errors in spelling, 
grammar, and 
punctuation hinder 
reader understanding

Body language and 
facial expressions 
distract from the 
message. Very rarely 
does student make 
eye contact with 
audience.

Difficult to hear and 
understand.

Score 
1

Contains details 
that are unfocused 
or do not work in 
support of a clear 
main impression

Lacks organization 
and is confusing 
and difficult to 
follow; may be too 
brief to assess 
organization

No sensory details 
used in support of 
main idea; no 
figurative language

Little or no control 
over sentences and 
incorrect word choices 
may cause confusion; 
many errors in 
spelling, grammar, 
and punctuation 
severely hinder reader 
understanding

Body language and 
facial expressions 
distract from the 
message. Never did 
student make eye 
contact with audience.

Difficult to hear and 
understand.


