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Re: Elementary Facilities and the Referendum 
 
When the Board approved the renovation and expansion project at Elm Middle School, we 
knew it would open up the opportunity to the possibility of a full-day Kindergarten program 
for our students.  We also wanted to know the best utilization of our current space in the 
elementary buildings while also NOT  causing an increased burden on taxpayers in Elmwood 
Park.  The District Office Administration suggested the concept of grade centers to best utilize 
available space for the short-term, as we continued to explore options for long-term facility 
enhancements and improvements.  
 
What has resulted from the feedback from parents and community members across the 
spectrum about that suggestion of grade centers has been an apparent openness to a 
referendum of some size and scope to explore those long-term possibilities.  We feel that if 
there is now a level of receptiveness to the idea of a referendum, that should be explored 
further, especially with the very diverse range of opinions about what a referendum could 
look like.  As a result, the Board approved the hiring of EOConsulting Services and 
CorStrategies to begin reaching out to the community at large, in an objective and unbiased 
manner. 
 
There will be a number of surveys issued and focus groups held over the next few months to 
gather data about not only what parents of students prefer, but consideration of preference 
for the entire community for elementary programming and facilities, as well as what cost is 
palatable.  There will also be a community committee that various stakeholders can participate 
in to help develop a path forward for the community and the district in determining a ballot 
measure and to help advocate for the same measure.  
 
The Board will be presented in late May or early June the initial findings of the surveys and 
focus groups.  Those findings will be forwarded to the district’s architectural and construction 
firms to determine potential projects, logistical concerns, and cost estimates.  Those options 
will then be presented to the community for additional feedback through additional surveys 
and focus groups, and those results will help the Board decide on a ballot measure to approve 
for March 2020.   
 
We know in Elmwood Park there are extraordinarily diverse opinions about what the district 
should offer and represent.  We want to stress to all parents and community members that we 
are responsible for EVERY  child’s learning, regardless of program or need.  We also believe 
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using the consulting services will allow for people to share their opinion with the district 
without fear of being pressured or being misrepresented by any party.   
 
The Board will not be voting on grade centers on March 20, 2019, but will be voting to approve 
full-day Kindergarten for the 2020-21 school year.  We believe offering a full-day Kindergarten 
program is what is best for students, the district, and the community.  We believe we can have 
this opportunity for students while, at the same time, moving forward with a referendum 
question to improve upon our facilities. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ms. Mary Bruscato, President 
Mr. Frank Parisi, Vice-President 
Ms. Sue Capraro, Secretary 
Ms. Lauren Platt, Board Member 
Mr. Jonathan Rivera, Board Member 
Mr. Michael Scheidt, Board Member 
Mr. Peter Volpe, Board Member 




