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May 21, 2021

To: Elmwood Park CUSD 401 Stakeholders
Re: Stakeholder Update

We are currently planning our return to full in-person instruction for the 2021-2022 school year. We
plan to have students and staff on-site to run our regular academic and extracurricular programs. This
is in direct alignment with the resolution that was unanimously passed by the Illinois State Board of
Education (ISBE)  this past week for full in-person learning this fall. We understand that there are
health and safety guidelines that we have to follow and we will continue to adapt and change as
necessary in order to follow these guidelines.  An additional change to the ISBE resolution states that
remote learning be made available for any student in-eligible for the vaccine and in quarantine from
the local health department or the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH). We continue to plan
for remote options for students that meet the requirements using our ESSER funds to fund the
additional staff to support the options.

We were able to safely open for in-person instruction and remain open since January. This would not
have been possible without everyone following the mitigation strategies that are in place. Since our
opening in January, our staff and most recently our 12+ year old students became eligible for the
vaccine. This is another mitigation strategy that allows us to remain open. IDPH and ISBE’s Mask
Mandate Guidance has not changed for fully vaccinated individuals for schools (yet).  Schools
continue to follow guidance from the ISBE and IDPH, which has not yet been updated to exempt
fully-vaccinated individuals from mask and social distancing requirements. We expect an update after
June 11, 2021 when we are in Phase 5 of reopening.

Thank you for your continued collaboration and support as we wrap up this school year and plan for
the fall.

Sincerely,

Dr. Leah Gauthier
Superintendent of Schools
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