
Elmwood Park #401 is a special school district. As one of only two unit districts in Cook County, we 
provide coordinated instruction and support for our students all the way from kindergarten through 12th 
grade. Our teachers and families have also created a welcoming environment in our schools that reflect 
the friendly neighborhood feel of our community. Elmwood Park’s children want to be at their schools. 
 
In recent years, our schools have made incredible progress, laying a foundation for the success 
of our students for years to come. We have done this in collaboration with the community, individually 
communicating with parents, public officials, and stakeholders. We also actively communicate with the 
community through our websites, on social media, in newsletters and emails, and by holding events. 
 
We have made improvements to our curriculum and increased extra-curricular activities, ensuring that our 
students are challenged with a rigorous school experience that balances academics and life skills. We 
have created accelerated opportunities for students, as well as opportunities to pursue elective pathways. 
We are also providing additional support for our bilingual learners (EL), those with Individualized 
Education Plans (IEP), and our students with special needs. As we have made these improvements, we 
have made sure to invest in our teachers, so they have the support they need to effectively teach this 
enhanced curriculum. 
 
The District’s Technology Initiative is at the center of many of these advancements. In just a few years, 
we have moved our schools towards a blended learning experience for our staff and students. These new 
tools and applications are evolving our curriculum and instruction while providing for increased 
collaboration between students and with their teachers. Students are taking control of their own learning 
with opportunities to choose from different programs, making our classrooms student-centered. In fact, 
our Technology Initiative has been so successful that many school districts in Illinois and throughout the 
country are using us as a resource in their own modernization efforts. 
 
We have also made a number of facility improvements, especially in the area of student safety. The 
school board invested millions of dollars into securing our entrances, ensuring our safety procedures are 
current, and coordinating with our local police department. We have improved and maintained our 
excellent athletic facilities. We have also worked to address life safety issues while maintaining our 
buildings and extending the life of our mechanical systems well beyond their estimated life expectancy. 
All this work has been properly budgeted to minimize costs for taxpayers. 
 
As educational costs have increased thanks to the needs of our students and additional state mandates, 
we have worked to re-prioritize our spending to invest as much as possible into classrooms. We reduced 
spending in other areas in order to invest in better services to students and facility upgrades. In fact, 
when the current administration took over, the district was facing nearly a $2 million deficit. Since then, 
the administration has worked to balance the district’s budget, including cutting over $1 million in 
spending in 2018 alone. 
 
All this leads to a pivotal moment in our school district. With our buildings aging, including two 
elementary schools nearing 100 years old, we will need to spend significant resources to address 
extensive life safety and infrastructure needs. We need to continue to evolve our curriculum and 
educational environments for 21st century learning. We need to ensure our buildings are secure and our 
children are safe. We need green and indoor space for our students’ athletic activities. And we need to 
accomplish this while our district’s resources are stretched thin due to the rising costs of education. 
 
We are looking to the community to guide us as we determine the path forward for our schools. 
We have launched formal community engagement efforts that will be conducted throughout 2019 to 
develop a plan for the future of our schools that is driven by the community. This extensive, year-long 
collaboration will ensure that our final community-driven plan is effective, fair, fiscally-responsible, and 
reflective of the wishes of our community. 
 
We encourage you to participate in this important process. We look forward to collaborating with you! 


