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Students 
Student Handbook - Electronic Devices  1

Electronic Signaling Devices  2

Students may not use or possess electronic signaling (paging) devices or two-way radios on school 
property at any time, unless the Building Principal specifically grants permission. 
Cell Phones and Other Electronic Devices  3

The possession and use of smartphones, cell phones, and other electronic devices, other than paging 
devices and two-way radios, are subject to the following rules: 

1. They must be kept out of sight and in an inconspicuous location, such as a backpack, purse, 
or locker. 

2. They must be turned off during the regular school day unless the supervising teacher grants 
permission for them to be used or if needed during an emergency. 

3. They may not be used in any manner that will cause disruption to the educational 
environment or will otherwise violate student conduct rules. 

 105 ILCS 5/10-20.28, grants school boards the authority to “establish appropriate rules and disciplinary procedures 1
governing the use or possession of cellular radio telecommunication devices by a student while in a school or on school 
property, during regular school hours, or at any other time.” The statute contains no mandates. School boards that adopted 
policies prohibiting students from using or possessing any cell phones on school property must amend those policies before 
using this sample student handbook language about cell phones and electronic devices. 

Some boards may prefer to maintain their ban on cell phone and pager use and possession on school grounds. With the 
advent of sexting, bans on cell phone and electronic device usage during school hours are viable sexting prevention options. 
If so, the administration should not change the student handbook’s language with the use this sample language.

 State law still prohibits student possession of electronic paging devices (105 ILCS 5/10-21.10) unless the school 2
board has expressly authorized use or possession of the device or similar electronic paging device by a student when in a 
school building or on school property.

 The School Code does not define electronic device, but the Juvenile Court Act provides guidance in its definition of 3
an electronic communication device, and the Criminal Code of 2012 provides guidance in its definition of computer. 
Electronic communication device includes, but is not limited to, electronic devices, wireless telephones, personal digital 
assistants, or portable or mobile computers, that are capable of transmitting images or pictures (705 ILCS 405/3-40(a). 
Computer means a device that accepts, processes, stores, retrieves, or outputs data and includes, but is not limited to, 
auxiliary storage and telecommunications devices connected to computers (720 ILCS 5/17-0.5). 

Wireless telephone is synonymous with cellular telephone (see www.thesaurus.com, listing cellular and wireless 
telephones as synonyms). Because the terms are synonyms, an electronic communication device also includes a cellular 
telephone. While the definition of electronic communication device at 705 ILCS 405/3-40(a) appears to make using cell 
phone, electronic device, and computer redundant, this sample will continue to use cell phones and electronic devices for 
simplicity. Change the subhead to electronic communication devices if the district wants to use one term.
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4. They may not be used for creating, sending, sharing, viewing, receiving, or possessing 
indecent visual depictions  or non-consensual dissemination of private sexual images  as 4 5

defined in State law, i.e., sexting.  Possession is prohibited regardless of whether the 6

depiction violates State law. Any cellular phone or electronic device may be searched upon 
reasonable suspicion of sexting or other violations of policy. All sexting violations will 
require school administrators to follow student discipline policies in addition to contacting 
the police and reporting suspected child abuse or neglect when appropriate.  

Electronic study aids may be used during the school day if: 
1. Use of the device is provided in the student’s IEP, or 
2. Permission is received from the student’s teacher; e.g., BYOT programs. 

Examples of electronic devices that are used as study aids include devices with audio or video 
recording, iPods®, some cellular telephones, smartphones, laptop computers, and tablet computers or 
devices, e.g., iPads®. 
Examples of electronic devices that are not used as study aids include: hand-held electronic games, 
CD players, MP3 players/iPods® used for a purpose other than a study aid, global positioning 
systems (GPS), radios, and cellular telephones (with or without cameras) used for a purpose other 
than a study aid. 
The use of technology as educational material in a curriculum-based program is not a necessity but a 
privilege, and a student does not have an absolute right to use his or her electronic device while at 
school. Using technology as a study aid must always follow the established rules for the BYOT 
program. Using technology at all other times must always follow the established rules for cell phones 
and other electronic devices at school. 
The School District is not responsible for the loss or theft of any electronic device brought to school. 

 705 ILCS 405/3-40(a). Indecent visual depiction means a depiction or portrayal in any pose, posture, or setting 4
involving a lewd exhibition of the unclothed or transparently clothed genitals, pubic area, buttocks, or, if such person is 
female, a fully or partially developed breast of the person. This law was enacted to provide law enforcement officials an 
alternative to bringing child pornography charges against minors in possession of indecent visual depictions through placing 
them under the supervision of juvenile courts. 

 720 ILCS 5/11-23.5, added by P.A. 98-1138. Non-consensual dissemination of private sexual images is a crime. It is 5
committed when a person:  

(1) intentionally disseminates an image of another person: 
(A) who is at least 18 years of age; and  
(B) who is identifiable from the image itself or information displayed in connection with the image; and  
(C) who is engaged in a sexual act or whose intimate parts are exposed, in whole or in part; and  

(2) obtains the image under circumstances in which a reasonable person would know or understand that the image 
was to remain private; and  

(3) knows or should have known that the person in the image has not consented to the dissemination.

 Id. Sexting is a portmanteau word of sex and texting with no clear definition. It is commonly explained as the act of 6
sending sexually explicit photos, images, or messages electronically, primarily by mobile phone or the internet. For purposes 
of this procedure, it includes indecent visual depiction (see f/n 4) and non-consensual dissemination of private sexual images 
(see f/n 5). 
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