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Follow Us  on Twitter!
@jm401_trojans

Theme Thursdays
3/11: Soccer

3/18: Outer Space
 

Click Here for our Virtual 
Backpack

End of Trimester 2
Trimester 2 ends on March 8, 2021. 
Report cards will be available for 

viewing via PowerSchool on March 
16th at 3:15.  On March 16th, you 
will receive communication from 

administration reminding you of the 
release and helpful information on 
how to view and interpret report 

cards. 

Upcoming Events
3/8/21: In person instruction starts 
for those who signed up for March 
8th Hybrid. 

3/9/21: Trimester 3 starts.

3/11/21: Theme Thursday is 
Soccer. Wear your favorite soccer 
gear!

3/16/21: Trimester 2 Report Cards 
released at 3:15

3/17/21: Parent Teacher 
Conferences 

3/18/21: Parent Teacher 
Conferences. Theme Thursday is 
Outer Space!

3/19/21: Next Mills Moments 
published!

3/26/21: Student Non- 
Attendance Day

Meet the Teacher!
All you need to know to sign up for 

Parent Teacher Conferences! 
Parent Teacher Conferences are 

Wednesday March 17th and 
Thursday March 18th from 3:15-7:00 
with the last appointment available 

at 6:45.  

YouTube

Instructions

https://www.epcusd401.org/mills/about-us/virtual-backpack
https://www.epcusd401.org/mills/about-us/virtual-backpack
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZG2ouur2s8M&t=10s
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vsqjdN57QSiQ80x6AE9nRxzA1vrEKxC3/view?usp=sharing
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Crisis Go Assistance

Please see our flyer about Crisis Go

Please take a few moments to complete the 
Illinois 5 Essentials Survey

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-h0sn9AqHGSEgGTwu6oue6_VHu6eCNS0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-h0sn9AqHGSEgGTwu6oue6_VHu6eCNS0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-h0sn9AqHGSEgGTwu6oue6_VHu6eCNS0/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J_831DGGBXvzU6v9i4eHG02-ZKptoI6nKDbNYyGTvmI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J_831DGGBXvzU6v9i4eHG02-ZKptoI6nKDbNYyGTvmI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J_831DGGBXvzU6v9i4eHG02-ZKptoI6nKDbNYyGTvmI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J_831DGGBXvzU6v9i4eHG02-ZKptoI6nKDbNYyGTvmI/edit?usp=sharing


Order Your  

Yearbook Today!! 

ybpay.lifetouch.com

Use Code:  6505221

Cost: $17
Deadline:
March, 

12th 2021

http://ybpay.lifetouch.com
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Looking ahead: We will be exploring new studies in Tubes, Tunnels, Buildings and 
Weather. Our Second Step, Emotional Curriculum continues to explore feelings 
and how to identify and solve problems. Spring Break will begin Monday, March 
29th. New Family Event coming in April- watch for more information to come.

Mirando adelante: Estamos explorando nuevos estudios; tubos, túneles, 
edificios y el clima. Nuestro currículo de segundo paso continúa explorando 
sentimientos y cómo identificar y resolver problemas. Las vacaciones de 
primavera comenzarán el lunes 29 de marzo. El evento familiar llegará en 
abril más información porvenir. 

         Ms. Huerta Ms. Barrington 

Mrs. Guilde

PreK Team/El equipo preescolar

Paraprofessional 

Erika
Martinez

(Ms, Huerta)

Marilyn Byrne
(Ms. 

Barrington)

Ms. Jacquat

Margaret 
Fleming

(Mrs. Guilde)

Jamie Carbone
(Ms. Jacquat)
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Wear
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WritingReading

Math

Word Study

Science

We will work on
 Two Digit Addition and 

Subtraction!

We will be working on 
narrative writing with an 

emphasis on creating 
new endings for stories.

Bilingual

We will continue to 
practice vowel pairs 

/oa/ and /ow/. 
As well as contractions 

‘re and ‘ve.

Continuamos con nuestra 
tercera unidad. Los estudiantes 

han estado practicando 
elementos de un texto y cómo 

escribir una escritura de 
opinión.

We finished our unit on Communication!  The students 
engineered a new design to add more elements of 

communication to their Lemonade Stand! We will begin 
our Earth and Space Science unit where students will 

learn about patterns in space. 

Upcoming
 SIght Word- 

List 21
Does
Year

Across
World
Take
Bring
Goes
Write

Upcoming Dates!

Supply Pick-Up
April 25th & 26th
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ELA

SEL/Aprendizaje Socioemocional

Solving Problems

 
★ Story Structure
★ Character Response
★ Informative / 

Explanatory Writing
★ Long e (e, ee, ea, y)
★ Long o (o, oa, ow)
          

Math/Matematicas: 
         

  Chapter 5
2-Digit Subtraction Strategies

       

Science/Ciencias
★ Effects of Wind & Water

ELA: Bilingual
     

-Escritura Informativa
-Palabras con o, oa, ow, _o) 

-Secuencia de un texto

Next Supply Pick Up
March 3-5
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Reading Priority Standard  3.2
The learner will…

○ Determine the main idea of a 
text

○ Recount the key details
○ Explain how key details 

support the main idea

Math Priority Standard: 3.NF.A - Fractions
The learner will…

○ Show and understand that fractions 
represent equal parts of a whole. 
(3.NF.A.1) 

○ Explain equivalence of fractions by 
reasoning about their size. (3.NF.A.3)

○ Compare fractions by reasoning about 
their size. (3.NF.A.3)

○ Recognize and generate simple 
equivalent fractions using words or 
models. (3.NF.A.3b)

Life Science: Inheritance of Traits
Priority Standard(s):  3-LS4-3

The learner will…
○ Construct an argument with evidence that in a 

particular habitat some organisms can survive 
well, some survive less well, and some cannot 
survive at all. Clarification Statement: Examples 
of evidence could include needs and 
characteristics of the organisms and habitats 
involved. The organisms and their habitat make 
up a system in which the parts depend on each 
other.

Writing Priority Standard  W.1
The learner will…

○ Introduce the topic, state an 
opinion, and create an 
organizational structure that lists 
reasons 

○ Provide reasons that support the 
opinion 

○ Use linking words and phrases to 
connect opinion and reasons 

○ Provide a concluding statement 

Proficiency Scales
Below you will see the proficiency scales for 

each subject area.  These are the target 
skills that each 3rd grade student should 

be able to do in order for them to earn a 3.  
Please contact your child’s teacher if you 

have any questions.

EL Students…
don’t forget to 
practice your 
fluency every 
night for Mrs. 

DiFrisco
HERE or on A-Z

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1NfHkwBVGMbvysl-KernDkcbICTeAC17iYgzZejVXbeY/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kidsa-z.com/main/Login
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ELA
Students are reading 

“Earthquakes”, a non-fiction text 
explaining how earthquakes are 
formed, how we measure them, and 
much more.

We are still writing Opinion 
paragraphs. Students should be 
able to write at least 5 complete 
sentences including a topic 
sentence, 3 reasons (with detail 
and text evidence), and a 
conclusion.

In the asynchronous slides, 
there are optional links to practice 
learning the states and capitals!

March Birthdays  
Kelly C -March 2

Sarah A - March 13
Tommy G - March 28

Edwin F.-March 5
Nevaeh F - March 5
Lyonel F - March 11
Adam P - March 14
Ms. Graf - March 15
Maizie P - March 15

Matylda S - March 25

EL Students...don’t forget 

to practice your fluency 

every night for Mrs. 

DiFrisco

HERE or on A-Z

                      MATH

We have moved onto Chapter 
4, which focuses on the essential 
question: How can I divide by 
1-digit numbers? Your child will 
learn a few strategies to be 
successful with division.  As 
always, please have your child 
continue to practice multiplication 
facts outside of school! 

February Trojan of the 
Month Winners: 

Perseverance
Graf - Jayden H.
Sage - Aliyah A.

Gagliano - Hanna D
Flaherty -  Jose M.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1NfHkwBVGMbvysl-KernDkcbICTeAC17iYgzZejVXbeY/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kidsa-z.com/main/Login
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Writing 

Students continue to work 
on opinion writing. We 
have been learning about 
how to write a strong 
introduction that hooks 
the reader, gives 
information about the 
topic, and clearly states 
their claim or opinion. 
Students are working on 
writing about someone who 
they believe is a hero.

Mrs. Murray, Mrs. Knauer

& Mrs. Aouf

Ms. Feiereisel, Ms. Simkins

& Ms. Pconka, Mr. Fryer

SEL

We will soon have a guest 
speaker from the middle 
school to talk about the 
students’ transition to 
Elm Middle School. 

Reading 

We are beginning our new 
novel George’s Secret Key 
to the Universe. It is a 
science fiction novel 
written by Lucy and 
Stephen Hawking. 
Throughout this unit 
students will be continue to 
work on skills such as 
identifying character 
traits, determining cause 
and effect relationships, 
and using evidence from the 
text to support their 
thinking. 

Math

We are working our way 
through chapter 5. We will 
be wrapping up next week 
as we prepare for our 
Chapter 5 assessment. 
Chapter 5 is division with 
decimals. As we move into 
chapter 6 we will start 
discussing fractions and 
operations with fractions. 
Chapter 6 will be in our 
second volume of our 
student workbook. 
Students should have 
already received their new 
math books. If they’ve not, 
please come to pick it up!

Science

“Ecosystems” 
Students are wrapping up  
learning about ecosystems 
and how organisms interact 
with living and nonliving 
things in their environment. 
We are also discussing the 
ways in which invasive 
species can be destructive 
forces in new ecosystems. 
Our next Scope will be 
titled, “Earth’s Rotation. 

Mrs. Murray, Mrs. Knauer

& Mrs. Aouf

All Homeroom Teachers

Ms. Feiereisel,

Ms. Simkins & Mr. Fryer

Congratulations to the February 
Trojan of the Month students 

who demonstrated
perseverance.

Mr. Fryer - David Ayala
Ms. Feiereisel - Sam Bork

Mrs. Aouf - Vinny DeMatteo
Mrs. Murray Maya Czacharowski

We are looking forward to 
choosing more students for 
Trojan of the Month!! The 
characteristic for March is 

spirit. 
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Mr. Siegel

Enrichment   

   K-2 ~ This week, students 

collaborated to solve math 

problems in a leprechaun 

breakout room for St. Patrick’s 

Day!  Next week, we will focus 

on Social Studies:

K ~ Firefighters Long Ago & 

Today

1st ~ The Pony Express & 

Today’s Mail System

2nd ~ Historical Figures from 

the All-American Girls 

Professional Baseball League

    Accelerated ELA ~ This week, 

students utilized Google Earth 

to explore places, cultures, & 

landmarks from around the 

world.  Students also began 

reading & analyzing a memoir 

about a man who used Google 

Earth to locate his long-lost 

family.

   Accelerated Math ~ This week, 

students wrapped up their Let’s 

Be Rational unit.  Next week, 

they will begin Covering & 

Surrounding, which is all about 

area and perimeter.

Ms. Fishman

Mr. Whittaker Mr. Treska

Art

K-2-We are working on 
paper sculptures and 
mosaics!
3rd- We are working on 
paper sculptures and 
mosaics!
4th-5th-We are working 
on Architecture, 
planning, and sculptures.

Music

This week the students 
have been working on 

singing and moving. The 
kindergarten has been 
reviewing the alphabet 

and 3rd through 5th 
grade has been 

reviewing rhythms and 
note names. We have 
been playing freeze 
dance, improvising 

motions, and have been 
playing Kahoot!

P.E.

Kindergarten classes 
have been working on 
hopping, skipping, 
stretching.
1st and 2nd have been 
working on coordination 
skills for upper and lower 
body.
3rd to 5th grade will
demonstrate control when 
performing fundamental 
locomotor skills.

All the students are working hard 
and having fun during the gym class.

Technology   🤖
Grades K-2: 
We continue to work on 
our keyboarding skills- 
1)locate the letter keys that 
make up their name 
2)locate the shift keys & show 
what they do
 

Grades 3, 4, 5:
We did a Valentine Digital 
Breakout in groups. Who 
broke out?? 💝

Mrs. Gose
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Parent Tips & Tricks 

Ms. Edwards 
Social Worker

edwardsb@epcusd401.org
Mrs. Edwards has worked in 
the district for 4 years. She has 
worked primarily in the Early 
Childhood Center.  She later 
expanded her time  to 
include John Mills.  

Ms. Faldani 
Social Worker

faldanip@epcusd401.org
708.526.8762

Patti Faldani has been a 
school social worker in 

Elmwood Park for 25 years.  
She has worked primarily  at 

John Mills School.

Ms. Swindler
BCBA & LBS1

swindlerk@ecpusd401.org
This is Kelly Swindler’s 2nd 
year in the Elmwood Park 
School District. She was a 

special education teacher 
before earning her BCBA 
and joining the JM Family. 

 

Online Game Safety and Awareness

Check your privacy settings

Privacy settings can affect 
who can see if you’re online, 
who you can play with and 
whether people can see what 
games you’re playing.

Every game and console is 
different, so make sure you 
always check the settings to 
see what your options are.

Check information on games 
and safety at:

ChildrensSoftware.com and 
Gamecritics.com 81Shares

     Read this article to learn more about it:

  https://www.otelco.com/online-gaming-safety/

Talk to Your Kids About 
their Gaming Habits

From the start, keep your child 
educated about gaming 
safety.

Join your child in the game 
they’re playing. You’ll be more 
aware of any inappropriate 
content they might be 
encountering in the game 
itself, and you’ll also be able to 
monitor their interactions 
with other players.

USERNAME

Make sure your nickname 
does not include your:

● full name
● school’s or 

college’s name
● date of birth
● address or the 

town you live
● mobile number

If you’re able to use a 
profile picture, try using an 
avatar that doesn’t show 
your face.

mailto:edwardsb@epcusd401.org
mailto:faldanip@epcusd401.org
mailto:swindlerk@ecpusd401.org

