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                    April 26, 2021

Follow Us  on Twitter!
@jm401_trojans

Theme Thursdays
4/29: Disney Character
5/6: Workout Gear

 

Click Here for our Virtual 
Backpack

Thank You Mills Families!

The Illinois Assessment  of Readiness will be given to students starting on Tuesday, 
April 27.  We know our students will perform well and show that #TrojanPride.  

Please encourage the same. Thank you for your partnership keeping our school a 
healthy and safe place to work and learn.  We appreciate you keeping your 

student(s) home when experiencing an of the COVID symptoms and 
communicating with the nurse and office staff whenever you have a question.  

The students have been great with wearing their masks, keeping socially distance 
when possible, and washing their hands.  We ask that you continue to 

encourage these positive behaviors at school to keep everyone healthy.  

Mr. Frank Kuzniewski + Miss Alexandra Oreluk

Upcoming Events

4/29: Theme Thursday: 
Favorite Disney Character

5/4: Star Wars Day!

5/6: Theme Thursday: 
Workout Gear

Crisis Go Assistance

Please see our flyer about Crisis Go

https://twitter.com/jm401_trojans?lang=en
https://www.epcusd401.org/mills/about-us/virtual-backpack
https://www.epcusd401.org/mills/about-us/virtual-backpack
https://www.isbe.net/iar
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-h0sn9AqHGSEgGTwu6oue6_VHu6eCNS0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-h0sn9AqHGSEgGTwu6oue6_VHu6eCNS0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-h0sn9AqHGSEgGTwu6oue6_VHu6eCNS0/view?usp=sharing










Pre-Kindergarten
              April 26, 2021

Looking ahead: We began our Study on Insects. Our Second Step, Emotional Curriculum 
continues to explore feelings and how to identify and solve problems. Our Preschool 
Family Earth Day Event was a big hit!! We enjoyed planting seeds to help save our Earth. 
Thursday, April 29th is Preschool Information Night. Join us virtually for this night, more 
information to come. 

Mirando hacia el futuro: comenzamos nuestro estudio sobre insectos. Nuestro segundo 
paso, el plan de estudios emocional continúa explorando los sentimientos y cómo 
identificar y resolver problemas. ¡Nuestro evento del Día de la Tierra en Familia 
Preescolar fue un gran éxito! Disfrutamos sembrando semillas para ayudar a salvar 
nuestra Tierra. El Jueves 29 de Abril es la Noche de Información Preescolar. Únase a 
nosotros virtualmente para esta noche, más información por venir.

         Ms. Huerta Ms. Barrington 

Mrs. Guilde

PreK Team/El equipo preescolar

Paraprofessional 

Erika
Martinez

(Ms, Huerta)

Marilyn Byrne
(Ms. 

Barrington)

Ms. Jacquat

Margaret 
Fleming

(Mrs. Guilde)

Jamie Carbone
(Ms. Jacquat)



Kindergarten
            April 26, 2021

Wear



     1st Grade
                  April 26, 2021

WritingReading

Math

Word Study

Science

We will continue our 
Chapter 9: 

Measurement! 

We will be working on 
opinion writing.

Bilingual

We will begin counting 
syllables in words!

Terminamos nuestra 
última lección de Second 

Step. Los niños 
compartieron lo que más 

les gustó. ¡Todos 
disfrutamos de nuestras 
canciones de aprendizaje!

We will continue to explore Patterns in Space as 
well as Seasonal Patterns!

Upcoming
 SIght Word- 

List 27
Sky
Both
Time
Pull
Kind

Which
Fall

Carry

Upcoming Dates!
Supply Pick-up
May 3rd & 4th
8:45-10:30 or 

2:00-3:00



     2nd Grade
              April 26, 2021

ELA

SEL/Aprendizaje Socioemocional

Problem Solving

 
★ Main Idea & Details
★ Informative / 

Explanatory Writing
★ Vowel Patterns oo & u
★ Retelling

`
          

Math/Matematicas: 
         

 
 Chapter 7

Money and Time

       

Science/Ciencias

Animal & Plant 
Dependendence

ELA: Bilingual
     

-Escritura Informativa
-Finales de palabras 

-La idea principal
-



   3rd Grade
           April 26, 2021

IAR Parent Letter

Dear Parents/Guardians,

By working together, we can make your 
child’s test experience positive and 
successful.  Here are some suggestions 
that you can do to help your child 
succeed.
★ Make sure your child gets a good 

night's rest.
★ Have your child eat a healthy 

breakfast at home.
★ Make sure your child arrives at 

school on time and is not absent.
★ Gently encourage your child to do 

their best.
★ Take a moment to write an 

encouraging note for the day of the 
test and have them read it right 
before they start their test.



     4th Grade
              April 26, 2021

ELA
We are wrapping up learning 

about natural disasters including 
earthquakes and volcanoes. We 
read, “Escape from Pompeii” in 
which students analyzed details 
to describe character traits.

In writing, we have emphasized 
the process of researching and 
how important it is to use reliable 
sources, and putting ideas into 
our own words when writing 
informational pieces.

EL Students...don’t forget 

to practice your fluency 

every night for Mrs. 

DiFrisco

HERE or on A-Z

                      MATH
We took the Chapter 5 test 

today.  We are moving onto 
Chapter 6 on Monday. 

Chapter 6 focuses on 
fractions!  We are so excited to 
start fractions!

Chapter 6 is in Volume 2. 
Please make sure your child has 
their Volume 2 book ready. 

As always please practice 
multiplication facts with your 
child. 

Ask your student what they have 
learned so far from our grade’s 
read aloud, Wonder! There are 
lots of great themes discussed 
such as kindness, courage, and 
accepting differences.

Students will start taking IAR next week! Please make sure 
your child gets plenty of sleep, and eats a healthy breakfast. 
Make sure their computers come to school fully charged. 

Information for remote learners regarding IAR was sent home 
to all parents on April 9 and is also attached here for your 
convenience. Please make sure they are on time for testing!

IAR

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1NfHkwBVGMbvysl-KernDkcbICTeAC17iYgzZejVXbeY/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.kidsa-z.com/main/Login
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HCnKSAirZH7NGmWwvrGdY-wRr8quFyhb/view?usp=sharing


     5th Grade
                    April 26, 2021

Writing 

Informative

Students are continuing 
to work on their space 
informational writing. 
We have been working 
on paraphrasing 
information from 
different sources, 
grouping information 
together in paragraphs, 
and using transition 
words. 

Mrs. Murray, Mrs. Knauer

& Mrs. Aouf

Ms. Feiereisel, Ms. Simkins

& Ms. Pconka, Mr. Fryer

SEL

Students have been 
learning skills to help 
them manage stress. 
Some activities we’ve 
done are finger 
breathing, stretching, 
and understanding what 
things are in our 
control and what are 
not. A big thank you to 
our social worker, Mrs. 
Faldani for teaching us 
these helpful 
techniques!   

Reading 

We finished reading our 
novel George’s Secret Key 
to the Universe!. Students 
are excited that there is a 
sequel to this book. Make 
sure to check it out at the 
library! 

Next week we will begin 
ELA state testing. Please 
make sure your child gets 
a good night’s sleep and 
eats a healthy breakfast 
each day.

Math

Chapter 7 is all about 
fractions!

We are continuing to 
perform operations with 
fractions. (Chapter 7)

Concepts such multiplying 
fractions and mixed 
numbers, reducing fractions 
and multiples are still 
EMERGING for many 
students.  

As we wrap up Chapter 7, 
students will begin to divide 
fractions in Chapter 8.

Science

“Earth’s Systems’ 
Interactions” 

Earth’s major systems are the 
geospheresolid and molten rock, 
soil, and sediments), the 
hydrospherewater and ice), the 
atmosphereair), and the 
biosphereliving organisms, 
including humans). These systems 
interact in multiple ways to affect 
Earth’s surface materials and 
processes that support life. There 
have been constant changes on 
Earth since the time it was formed 
approximately 4.6 billion years ago. 
These changes have occurred over 
both short and long periods of time. 
The systems on Earth are 
responsible for these changes.

Mrs. Murray, Mrs. Knauer

& Mrs. Aouf

All Homeroom Teachers

Ms. Feiereisel,

Ms. Simkins & Mr. Fryer

Congratulations to the April 
Trojan of the Month students 

who demonstrated
Fairness.

Mr. Fryer - David Ayala
Ms. Feiereisel - Valeria Soto
Mrs. Aouf - Isabella Arreguin

Mrs. Murray Maya Czacharowski

We are looking forward to 
choosing more students for 
Trojan of the Month!! The 

characteristic for May is Caring. 



We're currently reading 
George's Secret Key to the 
Universe written by Lucy 
and Stephen Hawking. 
🌠🌠🌠🌠🌠🌠🌠
Our in-person learners 

enjoyed participating in an 
outside literature circle. 

They learned about making 
inferences & quoting 

directly from the text. 



          Specials 
                   April 26, 2021

Mr. Siegel

Enrichment   

   K-2 ~ This week, students 

read books, watched videos, & 

completed PearDeck activities 

about current science topics.  

Next week, students will 

continue exploring these topics:

K ~ Energy from the Sun

1st ~ Day & Night

2nd ~ Plants

    Accelerated ELA ~ This week, 

students worked on their 

compare & contrast essays & 

practiced comprehension & 

vocabulary strategies to reach 

their CAFE goals.  Next week, 

students will continue working 

on their essays and will begin a 

text study about Sacajawea. 

   Accelerated Math ~ This week, 

students continued their 

Covering & Surrounding unit.  

They have been exploring &  

finding the area & perimeter of 

parallelograms.  Next week, 

students will begin creating 

their own math games, using 

game apps, such as Kahoot! 

and Quizlet.

Ms. Fishman

Mr. Whittaker Mr. Treska

Art

K-2-We have been working 
on landscapes, seascapes, 
and exploring shapes.
3rd- We have been working 
foreground, middleground, 
and background and 
exploring shape and 
collage.
4th-5th-We recently finished 
working on mixed media 
and discussed and created 
works using a variety of 
materials

Music

This week we have been 
playing instruments in 
class. The students are 

doing a great job!

P.E.

Kindergarten classes 
have been working 
on hopping, skipping, 
stretching.
1st and 2nd have been 
working on coordination 
skills for upper and 
lower body.
3rd to 5th grade will
demonstrate control 
when performing 
fundamental locomotor 
skills.Games outside. 

All the students are working 
hard and having fun during the 

gym class.

Technology   🤖
Grades K-2: 
We continue to work on 
our keyboarding skills- 
1)locate the letter keys that 
make up their name 
2)locate the shift keys & show 
what they do
 

Grades 3, 4, 5:
We did a Valentine Digital 
Breakout in groups. Who 
broke out?? 💝

Mrs. Gose



Mills Moments
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Parent Tips & Tricks 

Ms. Edwards 
Social Worker

edwardsb@epcusd401.org
Mrs. Edwards has worked in 
the district for 4 years. She has 
worked primarily in the Early 
Childhood Center.  She later 
expanded her time  to 
include John Mills.  

Ms. Faldani 
Social Worker

faldanip@epcusd401.org
708.526.8762

Patti Faldani has been a 
school social worker in 

Elmwood Park for 25 years.  
She has worked primarily  at 

John Mills School.

Ms. Swindler
BCBA & LBS1

swindlerk@ecpusd401.org
This is Kelly Swindler’s 2nd 
year in the Elmwood Park 
School District. She was a 

special education teacher 
before earning her BCBA 
and joining the JM Family. 

 

TEACHING THE GROWTH MINDSET TO KIDS- Step 2:  Notice It

Step 2:  Share Examples from 
Your Own Lives

As a parent, you can share stories 
about when you or another family 
member had a hard time with 
something and continued to work 
through it with help from others 
to overcome the challenge.  

Talk to your kids about struggles 
they have had (either at home or 
at school) and how they worked to 
overcome the challenge.  

You can use examples from 
current events or people in history 
who have faced challenges head 
on and overcome obstacles.  
There are many children’s books 
with these types of stories.

     Read this article to learn more about it:
Growth Mindset for Kids

  

Let your kids know that people 
with a growth mindset 
understand that they can get 
better by working hard and 
trying different strategies.  

We are continuing our 
discussion about the Growth 
Mindset and why it is 
important for kids.  

A Growth Mindset occurs 
when we believe we can always 
grow and make improvements 
in our abilities and intelligence 
with practice and the right 
strategies.  

People with a growth mindset 
keep on trying even when 
things are hard. 

They say things like, “I can’t do 
this...yet” or “Mistakes help me 
learn.”

To be continued in the next 
edition of Mills Moments….

I can 
keep 
trying.

I can learn 
from my 
mistakes

mailto:edwardsb@epcusd401.org
mailto:faldanip@epcusd401.org
mailto:swindlerk@ecpusd401.org
https://biglifejournal.com/blogs/blog/teach-growth-mindset-kids-activities
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Extracurricular Clubs 
                   

Ms. Andrews &  

Ms.  Flaherty

ART Club

The students are 
practicing portraits.

We are working on 
drawing using proportion. 

They are also learning 
about color composition.
They are having a great 
time working together!!

Student Council

We are preparing for our 
Lollipop Sale!!!

More information 
coming soon!

Girls Rock

The girls are taking 
turns leading the 

class lessons. 

They are choosing:
● A song

● An activity
● An exercise

They are having fun 
working on their 
leadership skills.

Mrs. Krueger


