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Follow Us  on Twitter!
@jm401_trojans

Theme Thursdays
5/27: Mismatched

 

Click Here for our Virtual 
Backpack

Happy May John Mills!
Warm weather is finally here and so is, to a large degree, a return to a little more 
normalcy. The end of the school year promises to be both a busy and an exciting 
time.  Even though we are beginning to breathe a sigh of relief from COVID 
restrictions, we want to emphasize that, for the safety of everyone, we are still 
enforcing health protocols. Students must wear masks properly, practice physical 
distancing, wash and disinfect hands, and parents and/or guardians should 
continue taking the Crisis Go screening process seriously each and every day.  As 
you start to think about the 2021-2022 school year be sure to regularly check your 
email, the John Mills Elementary School website, and the District 401 website for 
registration information.  
  

Mr. Frank Kuzniewski + Miss Alexandra Oreluk

Upcoming Events
Yearbooks

In person students received their 
yearbooks today.  If you are a 
remote student, you can pick up 
your yearbook from door #9 from 9 
to 10:45 AM or 1:40 to 3 PM. Please 
contact the office if you did not 
receive yours.   If you did not 
purchase one yet, you may do so in 
the office from 9 AM to 2 PM starting 
Tuesday, June 1.  The cost is $17.00 
cash or check.

Crisis Go Assistance

Please see our flyer about Crisis Go

https://twitter.com/jm401_trojans?lang=en
https://www.epcusd401.org/mills/about-us/virtual-backpack
https://www.epcusd401.org/mills/about-us/virtual-backpack
https://www.epcusd401.org/mills
https://www.epcusd401.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-h0sn9AqHGSEgGTwu6oue6_VHu6eCNS0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-h0sn9AqHGSEgGTwu6oue6_VHu6eCNS0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-h0sn9AqHGSEgGTwu6oue6_VHu6eCNS0/view?usp=sharing
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Looking ahead: We will finish our final study on insects. We have enjoyed watching our 
classroom caterpillars change into butterflies. Our Second Step, Emotional Curriculum 
will focus on transitioning to Kindergarten for our older students. We will have Early 
Release on Friday,May 28th. Be watching for more information on our final supply pick 
up and our end of the year events.

Mirando hacia el futuro: Terminaremos nuestro estudio final sobre insectos la próxima 
semana. Hemos disfrutado viendo las orugas de nuestro salón de clases 
transformándose en mariposas. Nuestro Currículo de Segundo Paso,  se enfocará en la 
transición al Kindergarten para nuestros estudiantes que irán a kínder el próximo año 
escolar. Esté atento para obtener más información sobre nuestra recogida final de 
útiles escolares y nuestros eventos de fin de año.

         Ms. Huerta Ms. Barrington 

Mrs. Guilde

PreK Team/El equipo preescolar

Paraprofessional 

Erika
Martinez

(Ms, Huerta)

Marilyn Byrne
(Ms. 

Barrington)

Ms. Jacquat

Margaret 
Fleming

(Mrs. Guilde)

Jamie Carbone
(Ms. Jacquat)
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Wear
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WritingReading

Math

Word Study

Science

We are learning about 2D 
shapes. We have been 
learning about their 

attributes and putting 
them together in puzzles.

We will be working on 
Narrative writing

Bilingual

Practice
 Sight Words 
lists 21-30!  

En la unidad cuatro los 
estudiantes han estado 

practicando dando 
detalles claves usando 

ilustraciones de un 
cuento.  

The students are exploring plant parts and plant 
adaptations through the study of their own bean 

plants!
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ELA

SEL/Aprendizaje Socioemocional

Problem Solving

 
★ Main Idea & Details
★ Informative / 

Explanatory Writing
★ Prefixes
★ Text features

`
          

Math/Matematicas: 
         

             Chapter 11
Geometry and Fraction 

Concepts

       

Science/Ciencias

Diversity of Living Things

ELA: Bilingual
     

-Escritura Informativa
-Finales de palabras 

-La idea principal
-
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ELA
Please find and return 

the 2 books in the 
picture below before the 

end of the year.

We have been doing a 
daily fun ABC 
countdown activity to 
celebrate the end of 
the school year! Please 
look for each day’s 
activity in SeeSaw. 

Math
We are finishing our last 
math unit learning about 
time. Please practice 
telling time and 
calculating 
elapsed time at
home.

 

       

Fluency 
For the remainder of the 
year we will be working 
on developing how many 
words students can read 
per minute. The goal for 
3rd grade students is 112 
WPM or higher! 
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ELA
We began our novel study of 

“Lunch Money” by Andrew 
Clements. We are incorporating 
the various skills we have learned 
this year including vocabulary, 
comprehension, and writing. The 
students are enjoying building on 
their reading stamina with this 
chapter book.

In writing, we are working on 
writing narratives, like “the best 
birthday” and “my favorite 
vacation”.

May Birthdays
Daniel Voznyy-May 1

Diyae Talha- May 8

Lula Korntheuer-May 13

Levi La Luz- May 26

                      MATH
We will be wrapping up 

Chapter 6, which focuses on 
finding equivalent fractions, 
comparing, and ordering fractions 
next week. Please be sure that 
your student studies for the test!

After we test, we will start 
Chapter 7.  Chapter 7 teaches 
students how to add and subtract 
fractions. 

As always please practice 
multiplication facts with your 
child. 

Summer is still a great time to 
focus on learning!  We STRONGLY 
encourage all students to read and 
practice their multiplication facts 

EVERY DAY!

We have been doing an ABC 
countdown to celebrate the 
end of our school year! Each 
day is a different letter with a 
different theme. We have 
enjoyed being able to have 
some fun with our students as 
we say goodbye to 4th grade!

April Trojan of the Month
Fairness

Graf - Maizie Pier
Sage - Roera Mecaj

Gagliano - Angel Reyes
Flaherty - Evelyn Aguilar



     5th Grade
                    April 26, 2021
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Mr. Siegel

Enrichment   

   K-2 ~ This week, students 

read books, watched videos, & 

played games about science 

topics.  Next week, students will 

complete breakouts that involve 

fiction texts related to these 

science topics:

K ~ Pushes & Pulls 

1st ~ Plant Parts & Survival

2nd ~ Diversity of Living Things

    Accelerated ELA ~ This week, 

students began a book club, 

through which they are reading 

and discussing the classic 

novel, Alice’s Adventures in 

Wonderland.  Next week, 

students will continue their 

book club & will complete a 

research project about 

Westward Expansion. 

   Accelerated Math ~ This week, 

students concluded their 

Covering & Surrounding unit.  

They began collecting, 

interpreting, and representing 

data in tables & graphs.  Next 

week, students will work with 

variables and patterns.

Ms. Fishman

Mr. Whittaker Mr. Treska

Art

K-2-We are making sandals 
and exploring lines and how 
to create compositions 
using lines.
3rd- We are making sandals 
and exploring lines and how 
to create compositions 
using lines.
4th-5th-We are exploring 
abstract artwork and 
creating Kandinsky inspired 
artwork!

Music

We have been playing 
unpitched percussion 

instruments like the drum, 
triangle, shaker and 

wood block and we have 
been playing some 
pitched percussion 
instruments like the 

BoomWhackers.

P.E.

Kindergarten classes 
have been working 
on hopping, skipping, 
stretching.
1st and 2nd have been 
working on coordination 
skills for upper and 
lower body.
3rd to 5th grade will
demonstrate control 
when performing 
fundamental locomotor 
skills.Games outside. 

All the students are working 
hard and having fun during the 

gym class.

Technology   🤖
Grades K-2: 
We continue to work on 
our keyboarding skills- 
1)locate the letter keys that 
make up their name 
2)locate the shift keys & show 
what they do
 

Grades 3, 4, 5:
We did a Valentine Digital 
Breakout in groups. Who 
broke out?? 💝

Mrs. Gose
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Parent Tips & Tricks 

Ms. Edwards 
Social Worker

edwardsb@epcusd401.org
Mrs. Edwards has worked in 
the district for 4 years. She has 
worked primarily in the Early 
Childhood Center.  She later 
expanded her time  to 
include John Mills.  

Ms. Faldani 
Social Worker

faldanip@epcusd401.org
708.526.8762

Patti Faldani has been a 
school social worker in 

Elmwood Park for 25 years.  
She has worked primarily  at 

John Mills School.

Ms. Swindler
BCBA & LBS1

swindlerk@ecpusd401.org
This is Kelly Swindler’s 2nd 
year in the Elmwood Park 
School District. She was a 

special education teacher 
before earning her BCBA 
and joining the JM Family. 

 

TEACHING THE GROWTH MINDSET TO KIDS- Step 3: Discuss The 
Power of The Brain

Step 3:  Talk with your kids about 
The Power of The Brain

Discuss how our brains have an 
amazing ability to change, learn, 
and grow.  

Talk to your kids about how the 
brain behaves like a muscle and 
gets stronger every time things 
are repeated.  Your brain makes 
new connections (and you get 
smarter) when you try new things 
and when you don’t give up, even 
when something is really hard.

     Read this article to learn more about it:
Growth Mindset for Kids

  

Read books with your kids that 
can help them connect with the 
Growth Mindset idea.  There are 
many great books and book lists 
to help you choose.   Here is one 
that you may find helpful:   
Growth Mindset Book List

This is the last part of our 
discussion on Teaching the 
Growth Mindset to Kids.  We are 
continuing our discussion about 
the Growth Mindset and why it is 
important for kids.  

A Growth Mindset occurs when 
we believe we can always grow 
and make improvements in our 
abilities and intelligence with 
practice and the right strategies.  

People with a growth mindset 
keep on trying even when things 
are hard.  They say things like, “I 
can’t do this...yet” or “Mistakes 
help me learn.”

I can 
keep 
trying.

I can learn 
from my 
mistakes

mailto:edwardsb@epcusd401.org
mailto:faldanip@epcusd401.org
mailto:swindlerk@ecpusd401.org
https://biglifejournal.com/blogs/blog/teach-growth-mindset-kids-activities
https://happilyeverelephants.com/home/growth-mindset-books-for-kids/
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Extracurricular Clubs 
                   

Ms. Andrews &  

Ms.  Flaherty

ART Club

The students are 
practicing portraits.

We are working on 
drawing using proportion. 

They are also learning 
about color composition.
They are having a great 
time working together!!

Student Council

We are preparing for our 
Lollipop Sale!!!

More information 
coming soon!

Girls Rock

The girls are taking 
turns leading the 

class lessons. 

They are choosing:
● A song

● An activity
● An exercise

They are having fun 
working on their 
leadership skills.

Mrs. Krueger


