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Welcome back to full day instruction!  This letter explains to you our plan, although it can be 

changed/modified at any moment based on the ever-changing guidance received from the Illinois 

Department of Public Health and the Illinois State Board of Education.  We appreciate the patience we 

needed to get to this point in the school year and we are confident in the plan we have in place to mitigate 

the exposure of COVID-19 but we cannot do this alone. You can help by keeping your student(s) home if 

he/she or anyone else in the home shows COVID-19 symptoms.  A decision tree for symptomatic 

individuals is provided here for your reference.  

 

Every in-person learner must have his/her parent complete the CrisisGo self-certification questionnaire 

every morning school is in session.  A parent or guardian will receive an email every morning reminding 

him/her to complete the questionnaire.  Any student who comes to school without having the 

self-certification questionnaire completed will be denied entry into the building.  

 

With travel season upon us, the up-to-date travel guidance is provided for your awareness.  You are asked 

to communicate with the John Mills School nurse, Vicky Gillespie, if you have any questions about the 

recommended travel guidance.  

 

General Information:  
● Students are required to enter and exit through the designated doors assigned according to 

homeroom teacher.  This process has been established to minimize the number of students entering 

and exiting one area and to allow for more direct access to the students’ assigned homerooms. 

Upon arrival, students are asked to remain six feet from one another.  Upon entering the school, 

students are required to wear a mask and the barcode on their luggage tag will be scanned to verify 

the self certification process has been completed.  Students will be allowed to enter the school 

starting at 8:25 am.  
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IDPH-COVID19-Exclusion-Decison-Tree.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-h0sn9AqHGSEgGTwu6oue6_VHu6eCNS0/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-h0sn9AqHGSEgGTwu6oue6_VHu6eCNS0/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZOrya5e-2qcLrLSek9fz17oZUaU9bPrCnGpY7SJaR_U/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gUQmIR3KxAmvl61yUzzWVX3kY3h-8Cl8PJWxPg1_Xio/edit?usp=sharing


 
● All students are required to wear a face mask, covering their nose and mouth, while on school 

grounds.  Please review our Student Behavior Policy (7:190.22) for the requirements relating to face 

coverings.  

● Students are expected to come to school every day with a fully charged Chromebook.  

● Review and practice proper hand hygiene at home, especially after sneezing, coughing, and 

adjusting a mask.  

● Practice social distancing.  John Mills School will practice 6 feet of social distancing at all times, 

when possible. 

● Students will eat lunch in their classrooms to prevent large numbers of students gathering in one 

space.  Face maks are allowed to be removed while students are actively eating.  All students will be 

provided a lunch at no additional cost, however, every student has the option to bring their own lunch 

from home provided we respect any student(s) with allergies.  If there is a student with a food 

allergy, you will be notified by the classroom teacher.  

● Recess is provided during the school day.  Students are required to wear a mask during recess, 

however, space will be provided for ‘mask breaks’ while maintaining social distance from their peers.  

● Students are not allowed to share objects with other students, including water bottles, devices, 

books, and writing utensils.  

● The schedule for the day is linked here. There are two tabs at the bottom of the Google Sheet; one 

for grades K-5 and another for PreK.  Remote students and parents should be mindful of transitions 

between lunch, recess, and Specials as there may be a few minutes needed for the classroom 

teacher to return to the instructional setting.  

● John Mills fanny packs will be provided to all students for small bottles of hand sanitizer and extra 

face masks.  Parents are encouraged to send students with more than one mask.  

● John Mills water bottles are provided for students’ individual use and touchless water dispensers 

have been installed throughout the building.  We ask you to label your student’s water bottle with 

his/her first and last name.  

● The teachers will provide concurrent teaching.  This means instruction will take place for all students, 

remote and in-person, at the same time.  Providing your son/daughter with the same teacher he/she 

has had since the beginning of the school was a high priority to everyone and concurrent teaching 

honors this.  

 

Our goal has always been to open school for in-person learning as safely and quickly as possible.  Now we 

want to add an additional goal of keeping school open and we need your help slowing the spread of the 

virus that causes COVID-19 inside the school and out in the community.  While school is transitioning to full 

day, in-person learning you are reminded that it will not look the same as we once knew with small group 

instruction and students working closely together.  Regardless of the instructional delivery, I ask for your 

https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=elmwood_park_401&s=87277
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/14Jp8ECsvMfmyMbpyKkSlp43cbDQbFsfH-k2BqNEBuhs/edit?usp=sharing


 
continued support of the faculty and staff who are working diligently to provide the best possible instruction 

under the circumstances.  I sincerely believe we are better together and together our Trojan Pride will 

continue to shine brightly.  

 

With Trojan Pride, 

 

Mr. Frank Kuzniewski 


