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Follow Us  on Twitter!
@jm401_trojans

Theme Thursdays
1/7: Basketball

1/14: Favorite T-Shirt

Click Here for our Virtual 
Backpack

Happy Winter Break and 2021!
We wish all of our John Mills Families and Students a safe and healthy winter break! 

There is no school from December 21st to January 3rd. School will resume on Monday, 
January 4th, 2021. 

With #TrojanPride, 

Mr. Kuzniewski & Ms. Oreluk

https://www.epcusd401.org/mills/about-us/virtual-backpack
https://www.epcusd401.org/mills/about-us/virtual-backpack
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Parent Tips & Tricks for Remote Learning 2.0

Ms. Edwards 
Social Worker

edwardsb@epcusd401.org
Mrs. Edwards has worked in 
the district for 4 years. She has 
worked primarily in the Early 
Childhood Center.  She later 
expanded her time  to 
include John Mills.  

Ms. Faldani 
Social Worker

faldanip@epcusd401.org
708.526.8762

Patti Faldani has been a 
school social worker in 

Elmwood Park for 25 years.  
She has worked primarily  at 

John Mills School.

Ms. Swindler
BCBA & LBS1

swindlerk@ecpusd401.org
This is Kelly Swindler’s 2nd 
year in the Elmwood Park 
School District. She was a 

special education teacher 
before earning her BCBA 
and joining the JM Family. 

Have a family meeting and ask everyone to think of 
something you can do together.  Then plan out days to 
do each one over the break..

Have kids draw pictures and write notes to their 
grandparents- using real paper, pencils, and crayons.  
Have them send it through the mail.  

Have an indoor scavenger hunt.

Play board games like Candyland, Monopoly, and Don’t 
Break the Ice.  There’s a board game for everyone!

Bake cookies or brownies together.  

Parents, your kids are on winter break from school for the next 2 weeks.  Here 
are some ideas that might help your whole family.

Here’s some videos 
you may want to see 
with your kids:

 Have everyone create a memory book for the year 
2020.  This can be online, or even better, on paper.

Find a day to walk around outside, look at the animals 
and birds that are still around.  Have the kids draw 
pictures of what they see and learn about the animals 
online.

Play charades with everyone- you can change it up by 
having different themes (i.e. animals, movie characters).

Make a bird feeder or ornaments for your trees outside.

Go on an alphabet hunt outside.  

Coping Skills for Elementary School Kids    

Sesame Street:  Belly Breathing with Elmo and Common

mailto:edwardsb@epcusd401.org
mailto:faldanip@epcusd401.org
mailto:swindlerk@ecpusd401.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3wsY138qOI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_mZbzDOpylA
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Looking ahead: the PreK Team continues to explore Bread, Foods, and Simple 
Machines. Our Second Step, Emotional Curriculum continues to explore feelings and 
how to manage emotions. Future supply pickup in January, date to follow! We would 
like to wish you and your family a healthy and safe Winter Break!

Mirando adelante: El equipo de preescolar continúa explorando Pan, Alimentos y 
Máquinas simples. Nuestro currículo de segundo Paso, continúa explorando 
sentimientos y cómo manejar emociones fuertes. Recogida de de los útiles escolares en 
enero, fecha por venir. ¡Nos gustaría desearle a usted y a su familia unas vacaciones de 
invierno saludables y seguras!

         Ms. Huerta Ms. Barrington 

Mrs. Guilde

PreK Team/El equipo preescolar

Paraprofessional 

Erika
Martinez

(Ms, Huerta)

Marilyn Byrne
(Ms. 

Barrington)

Ms. Jacquat

Margaret 
Fleming

(Mrs. Guilde)

Jamie Carbone
(Ms. Jacquat)



Kindergarten
            December 18, 2020
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WritingReading

Math

Word Study

Science

We are starting Chapter 4 
Subtraction Strategies.  We 
will be learning about using 
addition to subtract, using 

10 to subtract, and breaking 
numbers apart.

We will be beginning 
informational writing. 

Bilingual

We will continue to 
practice our digraphs 
/kn/ /wr/ /mb/and 

/gn/

Los estudiantes han estado 
practicando su fluidez en 

inglés. Cada día dan su mejor 
esfuerzo. Su maestra está muy 

orgullosa de ellos.
The students have been practicing 
their fluency in English. Every day 
they give their best effort. Their 
teacher is very proud of them.

We will continue to explore 
our physical science unit 

on Sound!

Upcoming
 SIght Word- 

List 14
Who
When
Them

Because
Around
Right
Every
pretty

Happy 
Holidays!  

Enjoy your 
Break!
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ELA

SEL/Aprendizaje Socioemocional

 Emotion Management

   Opinion Writing

        
Phonics: “er/ir/ur”

          

Math/Matematicas: 

Subtraction Strategies

       

Science/Ciencias
     Quick Changes to Land

ELA: Bilingual
     

-Escritura Informativa
-Finales: -s, -ed, -ing



   3rd Grade
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Reading Priority Standard R.I 3.1 & 3.2
The learner will…

○
○

   

The learner will…

 

Math Priority Standard:  3.OA.A 
The learner will…

○
3.OA.A.1

○
3.OA.A.2

○

3.OA.A.3
○

3.OA.A.4

  3-LS3-1

The learner will…
○

Writing Priority Standard  W.2
The learner will…

○

○

○

○

○

Proficiency Scales
Below you will see the proficiency scales for each 

subject area.  These are the target skills that each 3rd 
grade student should be able to do in order for them 

to earn a 3.  
Please contact your child’s teacher if you have any 

questions.
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ELA
Students finished “How the 

Stars Fell into the Sky”, a Navajo 
Legend, and “Pecos Bill”, an 
American Tall Tale.

We are working on writing 
our own Tall Tale for our Project 
Based Assessment. Ask your child 
if they know where to find the 
rubric for how they will be graded 
(Hint: It’s on Google Classroom!). 

Remember, students should 
be independent reading every 
single night for at least 20 
minutes!

 

Trojan of the Month
Congratulations to the December 
Trojan of the Month students who 

demonstrated confidence! 
Mrs. Flaherty--Frederick Cruz

Ms. Gagliano--Aymar Gutierrez
Ms. Graf-- Rowan Custic

Mrs. Sage--Julian Figueroa
Ms. Warren-- Raphael Franceschi

Fourth Grade News
Fourth graders did some fun holiday activities 
this week. Be sure to ask your child what they 

did and what they enjoyed the most!

EL Students...don’t forget 

to practice your fluency 

every night for Mrs. 

DiFrisco

HERE

                      MATH
I

We can not believe it is 
already Winter Break! We hope 
you and your family have a 
safe and fun holiday season!  
We look forward to seeing all of 
our students in January! 

Happy New Year!
- Team4

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1NfHkwBVGMbvysl-KernDkcbICTeAC17iYgzZejVXbeY/edit?usp=sharing
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Writing 

  . 

   

This trimester we will be 
focusing on opinion writing. 
Students will be learning 
how to state their opinion 
and how to support it using 
facts, details, and 
quotations from a variety 
of different sources. 

Mrs. Murray, Mrs. Knauer

& Mrs. Aouf

Ms. Feiereisel

& Ms. Pconka, Mr. Fryer

SEL

When we return from 
winter break we will have 
a guest speaker from the 
middle school to talk 
about student transition 
to Elm Middle School. 

Reading 

This week, we are finishing 
The Road to Freedom.  Our 
learning standards for the 
second trimester include 
summarizing events and 
determining the theme or 
main idea of a story.  
Students have had the 
opportunity to show off 
what they have learned by 
creating a theme poster 
with text evidence. We are 
looking forward to reading 
more historical fiction 
after our winter break! 

Math

We will return from holiday 
break to quickly review and 
refresh our knowledge of 
decimals and then begin 
Chapter 4: Multiplying 
Decimals.  We will practice 
multiplying decimals by 
whole numbers, and then 
multiplying decimals by 
decimals. We will 
incorporate these skills into 
solving word problems.
Some vocabulary includes: 
decimal, hundredths, ones, 
pattern, place value, 
product, tenths, 
thousandths

Science

“Food Webs” 
In January 2021, we will 
start a new scope: Matter 
Cycles.  Organisms in an 
ecosystem are 
interconnected by their 
need for matter and energy 
to carry out biological 
functions. Sunlight is the 
basis of energy for most 
living organisms. Even 
inorganic matter, such air, 
water, and parts of soil, is 
processed by living things.
Please ask your student 
what they know about 
Matter Cycles!

Mrs. Murray, Mrs. Knauer

& Mrs. Aouf

All Homeroom Teachers

Ms. Feiereisel

& Mr. Fryer

Congratulations to the 
December Trojan of the Month 

students who demonstrated
Confidence 

Mr. Fryer - Carolina Mata
Ms. Feiereisel - Luis Almanza 
Mrs. Aouf - Savannah Rivera
Mrs. Murray - Gizelle Garcia

We are looking forward to 
choosing more students for 
Trojan of the Month!! The 

characteristic for January is 
Respect. 
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Mr. Siegel

Enrichment   

   K-2 classes have been exploring 

holidays that are celebrated all 

around the world!  Students have 

been researching, taking notes, 

and sharing & writing about their 

learning.  Students have also 

shared their own holiday 

traditions.  

   Accelerated ELA students have 

been exploring and analyzing 

multimedia sources about 

technology and exploration.  

They also wrote an 

argumentative letter or speech 

from the perspective of a science 

fiction text character!

   Accelerated Math students 

have been continuing their work 

in Comparing Bits and Pieces. 

They also created their own 

virtual board games that involve 

real-world problem-solving with 

fractions and ratios!  Students 

enjoyed playing each other’s 

games this week!      

Ms. Fishman

Mr. Whittaker Mr. Treska

Art

K-2-we have been 
making 3-d winter mugs 
as well as making 
snowmen, and polar 
bears!
3rd- we learned about 
earth colors and created 
an autumn tree
4th-5th-These students 
have been working on 
winter landscapes and 
exploring how to create 
a 3-d house.

Music

Kindergarten through 2nd 
grade have been singing 
the traditional 12 Days of 
Christmas this week while 
doing all sorts of motions!

3rd through 5th grade 
have been showing off 

their creativity by coming 
up with their own 12 Days 

of Christmas!

P.E.

Kindergarten classes 
have been working on 

All the students are working hard 
and having fun during the gym class.

Technology   🤖
Grades K-2: 
We played fun 
Halloween trivia group 
games, did Halloween 
math activities & 
keyboarding.    

Grades 3, 4, 5:
We did a Halloween 
Digital Breakout called 
BOO! It was a 
challenge!!

😜

Mrs. Gose



Thank you for your hard work 
making posters to  help essential 

workers feel appreciated!

                                                Student Council News
             December 18, 2020

Student Council members have been hard at work presenting this 
project to grade level homerooms.  Grade level students have been 
making posters and hanging them in their front windows at home.  

If your child hasn’t made a poster yet, they still can.  We would love to 
see these words of thanks in windows all around Elmwood Park! 

If you would like to send a picture of your poster to one of us, we may 
feature it in an upcoming edition of Mills Moments!  You can email the 
pictures to Ms. Andrews (andrewss@epcusd401.org) or Ms. Flaherty 
(flahertyt@epcusd401.org).

Happy Holidays to all of our John Mills families 
from the John Mills Student Council! 

Grade Level Essential Workers

PK Police 3rd Grocery store workers

K Postal Workers 4th Streets and Sanitation workers

1st Firefighters 5th Promoting positive attitudes 
during the pandemic

2nd Medical Workers

mailto:andrewss@epcusd401.org
mailto:flahertyt@epcusd401.org

